Students  win  in 
Georgetown  case 

The  landmark  decision  by  the  District 
of  Columbia  Appeals  Court  claims  the  state 
interest  is  in  the  ''eradication  of  sexual 
orientation  discrimination” 


By  Denise  Sudeli 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  For  the  first 
time,  an  American  appeals  court  has  ruled 
that  a  law  banning  discrimination  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men  takes  precedence  over 
a  religious  institution’s  claimed  constitu¬ 
tional  right  to  freely  exercise  its  religious 
beliefs. 

In  a  5-2  decision  issued  Nov.  20,  the 
District  of  Columbia  Court  of  Appeals  ruled 
that  the  D.C.  Human  Rights  Act  requires 
Georgetown  University,  the  nation’s  oldest 
Roman  Catholic  university,  to  provide  the 
same  “tangible  benefits’’  to  lesbian  and  gay 
student  groups  as  it  grants  to  other  student 
groups. 

The  court,  which  is  equivalent  to  a  state’s 
highest  court,  held  that  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  has  a  “compelling  state  interest  in  the 
eradication  of  sexual  orientation  discrimina¬ 
tion’’  —  the  same  status  granted  to  laws 
banning  discrimination  based  on  race  and 
sex.  This  interest,  the  court  ruled,  outweighs 
Georgetown’s  claim  that  because  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine  condemns  homosexuality, 
forcing  the  school  to  grant  benefits  to  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  groups  would  violate  the 
school’s  First  Amendment  right  to  the  free 
exercise  of  religion. 

“This  country  has  a  long  and  unfortunate 
history  of  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
orientation,”  Judge  Julia  Carter  Mack 
wrote  in  the  opinion  joined  by  the  majority 
of  judges. 

In  a  lengthy  analysis.  Judge  Mack’s  opin¬ 
ion  reviewed  both  the  D.C.  City  Council’s 
expressed  reasons  for  passing  the  law  and 
the  psychological,  scientific,  sociological, 
and  historical  literature  on  homosexuality. 
The  opinion  concluded  that,  “The  compell¬ 
ing  interests . . .  that  any  state  has  in  eradica¬ 
ting  discrimination  against  the  homosexual- 
ly  or  bisexually  oriented  include  the  foster¬ 
ing  of  individual  dignity,  the  creation  of  a 
climate  and  environment  in  which  each  in¬ 
dividual  can  utilize  his  or  her  potential  to 
contribute  to  and  benefit  from  society,  and 
equal  protection  of  the  life,  liberty,  and  pro¬ 
perty  that  the  Founding  Fathers  guaranteed 
to  us  all.” 

This  compelling  interest,  the  court  ruled, 
“outweighs  any  burden  that  provision 
of. .  .tangible  benefits  would  impose  on 
Georgetown’s  religious  exercise.” 

However,  the  court  drew  a  distinction 
between  the  provision  of  “tangible 
benefits”  to  the  student  groups  and  the 
granting  of  “University  Recognition”  to  the 
groups.  It  held  that  “University  Recogni¬ 
tion’’  was  tantamount  to  an 
“endorsement”  of  a  student  group,  and 
that  because  “[tlhe  Human  Rights  Act  does 
not  require  one  private  actor  to  ‘endorse’ 
another,”  Georgetown’s  refusal  to  “recog¬ 
nize”  the  groups  did  not  violate  the  law. 

The  latter  holding  permitted  the  univer¬ 
sity,  through  its  president,  Jesuit  priest 
Father  Timothy  S.  Healy,  to  claim  the  court 


upheld  “the  university’s  right  to  refuse  to 
endorse  moral  positions  not  in  accord  with 
its  traditions.” 

In  a  statement  issued  the  day  the  decision 
was  handed  down,  Healy  added,  “The 
university  must  now  study  the  court’s  deci¬ 
sion  to  determine  what  additional  steps  it 
must  take.” 

Healy’s  statement  left  open  the  possibility 
that  the  university  might  appeal^he  decision 
to  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court.  The  deadline 
for  filing  such  an  appeal  is  February  18  —  90 
days  after  the  appeal  court’s  decision. 

What  It  Means 

The  decision  will  be  significant  both  in 
legal  terms  and  in  terms  of  its  practical  im¬ 
pact  on  the  lesbian  and  gay  student  groups 
on  Georgetown’s  campus  (see  accompany¬ 
ing  story). 

In  legal  terms,  according  to  attorney 
Continued  on  page  3 

Will 
decision 
change 
anything  at 
G-town? 

By  Denise  Sudeli 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  How  petty  have 
the  administrators  of  Georgetown  Universi¬ 
ty  been  in  refusing  to  recognize  lesbian  and 


gay  student  groups  on  the  university’s  cam¬ 
pus? 

So  petty  that  at  the  university’s  law 
school,  the  administration  refused  to  pro¬ 
vide  an  identifying  sign  for  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Association’s  (LAGA’s)  bulletin 
board,  as  it  had  for  other  student  groups.  It 
seems  that  the  university  officials  feared 
that  if  LAGA’s  sign  were  the  same  color  and 
used  the  same  lettering  as  the  signs  on  other 
groups’  bulletin  boards,  the  university 
would  be  perceived  as  “endorsing”  the 
group’s  purposes,  in  violation  of  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine. 

Continued  on  page  1 1 


FOR  FIFTEEN 


mobilize 


La  Rouche,  Doolittle,  Dannemeyer  are  back  in 
action  wielding  threatening  AIDS  bills 


By  Miranda  Kolbe 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  Lyndon  La 
Rouche-sponsored  AIDS  Initiative  has 
returned  to  California  after  having  been 
voted  down  at  the  polls  last  year  71%  to 
29%. 

With  only  minor  changes  in  its  wording, 
the  initiative  classifies  AIDS  as  a  contagious 
disease,  making  its  victims  subject  to  legisla¬ 
tion  which  pertains  to  diseases  such  as 
smallpox  and  malaria.  People  with  AIDS 
(PWAs)  or  Aids-Related  Complex 
(PWARCs)  would  be  reported  to  the  State 


Department  of  Health  Services,  and  the 
state  would  have  the  power  to  quarantine 
PWAs  and  PWARCs. 

In  a  statement  made  about  the  proposal 
last  year,  Khrusho  Gandhi,  chairman  of  La 
Rouche’s  Prevent  AIDS  Now  Initiative 
Committee  (PANIC),  said  the  proposal 
would  also  empower  the  State  Health 
Department  to  order  mandatory  testing  for 
anyone  suspected  of  having  AIDS.  (San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  5/24/86) 

Continued  on  page  3 


James  Baldwin,  1924-1987 


James  Baldwin,  Black  gay  essayist,  novelist  and  playwright  died  at  age  63  of  stomach  cancer  at  his  home  in 
St.  Paul  de  Vence,  France,  on  Tuesday,  Dec.  I .  Baldwin  became  famous  for  his  groundbreaking  essays  in  the 
1950s  and  '60s  about  racism  in  America.  In  1985  he  published  a  lotig  essay  about  the  Atlanta  murders  of 
Black  children  in  The  Evidence  of  Things  Not  Seen.  In  his  novels  Another  Country  and  Giovanni’s 
Room,  he  detailed  the  experiences  of  gay  Black  American  men.  GCN  will  be  publishing  a  tribute  to 
Baldwin’s  life  and  works  in  an  upcoming  issue. 


Max  fnrus  Marilyn  Humphries 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“You  just  have  to  understand  that  these 
people  are  average  Americans  —  we  did  not 
know  what  ‘golden  showers’  or  manual-anal 
contact  were  before  we  came  on  the  Com¬ 
mission.  1  have  been  around  the  world  a  few 
times;  1  am  an  experienced,  mature  person 
yet  1  had  never  heard  of  ‘fisting.’  The 
members  of  the  Commission  have  little  im¬ 
agination  about  sex  beyond  the  heterosexual 
missionary  position.  1  mean  I  was  shocked 
by  The  Joy  of  Sex  it  first  came  out.  We 
will  all  get  used  to  this  stuff  but  you  have  to 
give  us  a  chance... the  gay  community  must 
look  at  it  from  this  perspective.’’ 

—  Dr.  Beny  Primme,  Executive  Dir¬ 
ector  of  the  Addiction  Research  and  Treat¬ 
ment  Corporation  in  New  York  and  recent 
appointee  to  the  Presidential  AIDS  Com¬ 
mission,  explaining  to  GCN  why  the  Com¬ 
mission  is  perceived  to  have  a  right-wing 
slant  by  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

Speaking  of  the 
Commission 

CHICAGO  —  Dr.  Theresa  Crenshaw,  a 
member  of  the  President’s  Commission  on 
AIDS,  drew  protests  at  a  meeting  of  3,400 
family  therapists  for  her  public  statements 
about  AIDS  testing  and  her  belief  that 
children  infected  with  AIDS  should  not  at¬ 
tend  public  schools. 

Forty  therapists  who  work  with  people 
with  AIDS  had  threatened  to  walk  out  of  a 
luncheon  where  the  American  Association 
for  Marriage  and  Family  Therapy  gave 
Crenshaw  a  leadership  award.  Instead,  the 
Association’s  president-elect  read  a  letter 
protesting  the  award,  reported  the  New 
York  Times. 

Crenshaw  did  not  directly  respond  to  the 
protest,  but  stated:  “The  critical  thing  to  ac¬ 
complish  anything  in  the  AIDS  epidemic  is 
to  start  pulling  in  the  same  direction.  As 
long  as  we’re  fighting  each  other  instead  of 
the  virus,  the  virus  will  win.” 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

U.  Michigan  les/gay 
activists  sit-in 

ANN  ARBOR  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights 
on  Campus  (LaGROC)  at  the  University  of 
Michigan  has  proposed  adding  “sexual 
orientation”  to  the  University  of  Michigan 
non-discrimination  logo  and  by-law.  This 
proposal  has  been  made  over  the  last  five 
years,  but  during  the  last  two  terms  the 
struggle  has  intensified.  On  Wednesday, 
Nov.  17,  twenty-three  students  sat-in  at  the 
office  of  Virginia  Nordby,  University  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Affirmative  Action.  Nordby  agreed, 
in  writing,  to  proposing  and  advocating  the 
appointment  of  a  gay-identified  man  on  the 
AIDS  task  force,  a  prominent  “Tell  Some¬ 
one  About  Anti-Lesbian  and  Gay  Harass¬ 
ment”  poster  campaign,  and  the  inclusion 
of  “sexual  orientation”  in  the  non¬ 
discrimination  logo.  What  she  did  not  sup¬ 
port  was  including  “sexual  orientation”  in 
the  governing  by-laws  of  the  University. 
Nordby  said,  “Affirmative  Action  is  not  the 
place  for  lesbian  and  gay  interests.” 

LaGROC  is  urging  everyone,  especially 
University  of  Michigan  alumni,  to  write  in 
support  of  including  “sexual  orientation” 
in  regental  by-law  14.06  and  the  Affirmative 
Action  logo.  Direct  letters  to:  Regents  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  Office  of  Govern¬ 
ment  Relations,  Fleming  Administration 
Building,  509  Thompson,  Ann  Arbor,  Ml 
48109. 

□  Carol  Wyman 

National  Black 
les/gay  conference 
set 

LOS  ANGELES  —  A  national  conference 
for  Black  lesbians  and  gay  men  has  been 
called  by  the  local  chapter  of  Black  and 
White  Men  Together  (BWMT/LA)  and  the 
National  Coalition  of  Black  Lesbians  and 
Gays  (NCBLG). 

“Leadership!  What  have  we  learned? 
What  can  we  share?”  is  the  theme  of  the 
conference,  which  organizers  say  will  res¬ 
pond  to  the  challenge  of  AIDS,  racism, 
homophobia  and  sexism  across  the  country. 


The  gathering  will  be  held  Feb.  12-14,  1988 
at  the  University  Hilton  in  Los  Angeles. 

Speakers  and  workshop  participants  will 
include  national  political  and  civil  rights 
leaders,  as  well  as  leaders  from  organiza¬ 
tions  in  the  Black  gay  and  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty.  Workshop  topics  include,  among  others: 
creating  and  strengthening  Black  gay  and 
lesbian  institutions  and  organizations; 
building  a  stronger  Black  gay  and  lesbian 
political  voice;  AIDS;  and  improving  the 
quality  of  life  and  relationships  for  Black 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

For  information,  contact  BWMT/LA, 
P.O.  Box  29812,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90027. 
Phone  (213)  664-4716  or  667-2549. 

□  Jennie  McKnight 

Hotel  tells  maids  to 
get  on  hands  and 
knees 

BOSTON  —  The  Copley  Plaza  Hotel  is 
taking  mops  away  from  its  maids  and  order¬ 
ing  them  to  hand  wash  the  marble  bathroom 
floors  instead.  The  new  policy,  instigated 
last  week,  is  generating  a  storm  of  protest 
which  will  include  a  demonstration  Dec.  4  at 
noon  in  the  Copley  Plaza  Hotel  Lobby. 

Local  26  Union  President  Dominic  Boz- 
zotto  said  hotel  management  is  “going 
backwards  in  time”  by  turning  its  42  maids, 
the  vast  majority  of  whom  are  women  of 
color  over  the  age  of  40,  into  “scrub¬ 
women.”  The  starting  pay  for  maids  is  $7 
per  hour. 

“I  don’t  see  it  as  a  hardship  for  the  maids. 
A  maid  is  a  maid,  and  that’s  just  what  they 
have  to  do,”  Alan  Tremain,  head  of  the 
Hotels  of  Distiction,  told  the  Boston  Globe. 

The  hotel  management  yesterday  rejected 
a  grievance  filed  by  Local  26  asking  them  to 
eliminate  the  new  policy.  Bozzotto  promis¬ 
ed  to  take  the  case  to  federal  arbitration  if 
necessary. 

Mobilization  of  Pride  (MOP),  which  in¬ 
cludes  the  Boston  chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women,  the  Alliance 
Against  Women’s  Oppression,  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Boston  Women’s  Commissions, 
and  Women  for  Economic  Justice, {Organiz¬ 
ed  the  rally.  MOP  spokesperson  Patty 
Williams  told  GCN  that  there  has  been  an 
outpouring  of  support  from  the  Boston 
women’s  community.  “This  is  such  an  in¬ 
sult  to  women.  This  is  1987  and  they  are 
treating  them  like  slaves.  They  are  forcing  us 
down  onto  our  hands  and  knees  after  we 
worked  so  hard  to  get  back  up,”  said 
Williams. 

Barbara  Neely,  Executive  Director  of 
Women  for  Economic  Justice,  said  “This 
may  look  small  but  if  we  look  at  it  in  the 
context  of  the  assault  on  women’s  jobs,  on 
affirmative  action  and  pay  equity  it  is  just 
unbelievable.”  Neely  promised  that  MOP 
would  deliver  a  “small  gift”  to  Tremain  —  a 
box  of  cleaning  rags  “so  that  he  can  put  his 
muscle  where  his  mouth  is.” 

□  Chris  Bull 

Liaison  spot  opens 
up 

BOSTON  —  A  job  billed  by  one  City  Hall 
politico  as  the  “top  queer  slot”  in  Boston  is 
now  standing  vacant.  Ann  Maguire  has  left 
her  post  as  liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community  after  three  and  a  half  years  of 
service.  A  number  of  applicants  have  al¬ 
ready  expressed  interest  in  the  job,  a  posi¬ 
tion  within  the  Office  of  Neighborhood  Ser¬ 
vices,  though  Maguire  said  no  candidate  is 
immediately  favored. 

She  explained  that  the  opening  will  soon 
be  officially  posted  and  that  anyone  may  ap¬ 
ply.  A  search  committee  formed  through 
Mayor  Ray  Flynn’s  office  will  oversee  the 
hiring  process.  Maguire  said  she  expects  to 
have  a  voice  in  the  decision  and  hopes  for 
broad  community  interest  in  the  position, 
one  that  involves  advocating  lesbian  and  gay 
concerns  within  the  scope  of  city  politics. 

Maguire  has  assumed  a  new  government 
post  in  Boston  as  executive  director  of  the 
Emergency  Shelter  Commission  (ESC).  As 
head  of  an  agency  which  deals  with  issues  of 
hunger  and  homelessness,  Maguire  said  she 
hopes  to  expand  Boston’s  capacity  to  pro¬ 
vide  direct  services. 

“1  was  ready  for  a  change,”  Maguire 
said.  “I’ve  had  a  long-time  interest  in  work¬ 
ing  with  the  homeless  ....  I’ve  been  a 
volunteer  at  Rosie’s  Place  [an  emrgency 


shelter]  for  several  years.  There  are  a  lot  of 
lesbian  and  gay  members  of  the  homeless 
community,  so  this  is  a  continuation  of  my 
activism  in  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.” 

Maguire  further  explained  that  with  the 
advent  of  AIDS  as  a  serious  concern  among 
homeless  people,  she  hopes  to  combat  the 
problem  through  her  new  job  with  the  ESC. 
“1  want  to  make  sure,”  she  said,  “that  the 
commission  has  an  active  role  in  providing 
AIDS  education  for  staff,  volunteers  and 
guests  of  the  shelters.” 

Maguire  continues  to  serve  as  liaison  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community  as  the  job 
search  progresses.  According  to  a 
spokesperson  from  the  mayor’s  office,  she 
will  maintain  her  dual  role  until  a  replace¬ 
ment  is  found,  unless  the  search  becomes 
prolonged.  In  that  case,  he  explained,  an  in¬ 
terim  person  may  be  appointed. 

□Elizabeth  Pincus 


Acting  out 

BOSTON  —  Lesbians,  gay  men  and  their 
supporters  have  been  staging  a  candlelight 
demonstration  on  the  State  House  steps 
demanding  passage  of  the  Massachusetts 
gay  rights  bill.  Bill  H.5469,  approved  by  a 
majority  in  both  the  House  and  the  Senate, 
remains  stalled  in  the  Senate’s  Committee 
for  Third  Reading.  Unless  the  committee  — 
chaired  by  conservative  Sen.  Arthur  Lewis, 
Jr.  (D- Jamaica  Plain)  —  discharges  the  bill 
within  several  weeks,  it  may  effectively  be 
killed  this  legislative  calendar.  Advocates  of 
the  measure  are  pushing  for  two-thirds 
Senate  support,  which  would  send  the  bill  to 
GoV;  Dukakis  for  final  approval. 

In  a  related  development,  the  Boston  ad 
hoc  group  of  lesbian  and  gay  activists, 
organizing  since  the  March  on  Washington, 
named  itself  “MASS  ACT  OUT”  at  a  lively 
community  meeting  earlier  this  week. 
MASS  ACT  OUT,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  and  other  local  groups 
are  sponsors  of  the  ongoing  vigil  to  support 
the  gay  rights  bill.  The  vigil  takes  place  on 
the  State  House  steps  every  business  day 
from  4:30-6:30  p.m.  Supporters  may  also 
call  their  Mass,  senator  (722-1276),  Sen. 
Lewis  (722-1348)  and  Gov.  Dukakis 
(727-3600)  to  demand  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  next  meeting  of  MASS  ACT  OUT 
will  be  held  on  Dec.  9  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Piemonte  room  at  City  Hall.  Call  661-7737 
for  further  information. 

□Elizabeth  Pincus 

Drag  at  the  prom 

OHIO  —  A  sister  and  brother  who  tried 
to  attend  their  prom  as  a  cross-dressed  cou¬ 
ple  recently  lost  their  case  in  a  federal 
district  court. 

When  the  pair  arrived,  school  officials 
ordered  the  young  man  to  change  his  clothes 
before  entering  the  prom.  He  refused,  and 
the  pair  were  soon  removed  from  the 
ballroom  by  a  uniformed  police  officer. 

Among  other  things,  the  court  based  its 
ruling  on  the  assertion  that  the  prom’s  dress 
code  didn’t  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  sex, 
since  it  required  all  students  to  conform  to 
community  standards.  But  off  our  backs 
points  out  that  only  the  man  was  asked  to 
change  his  clothing. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 
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Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain. 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Muscuioskeietai  conditions 
resulting  from  occupationai 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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SUPPORT  GROUPS 
NOW  FORMING 

Victims  of  Crime 

Having  been  physically  beaten  or  bad¬ 
ly  frightened  can  leave  emotional  scars 
even  when  there  is  no  physical  injury. 
A  12- week  support  group  is  now  for¬ 
ming  to  help  people  recovering  from  a 
traumatic  event. 

Contact:  Bill  LaFarge/Joyce  Collier 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

Male  Sexual  Assault 

Any  male  can  be  the  victim  of  sexual 
assualt,  regardless  of  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion.  A  12- week  support  group  is  now 
forming  for  men  who  have  been  raped 
or  sexually  assaulted. 

Contact:  Joyce  Collier 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

Managing  Anxiety  About 
AIDS 

10-week  behavioral/educational  groups 
to  help  reduce  anxiety  about  AIDS. 
Participants  will  learn  to  recognize  in¬ 
dividual  triggers  to  stress;  specific 
ways  to  modify  anxiety  and  stress;  and 
receive  assertiveness  training  around 
ways  to  initiate  safer  sexual  practices. 

Contact:  Lee  Ellenberg/Joyce  Coller 

267-7573 

Individual  and  couples  counseling 
also  available 


Karen  Brodine 
1947-1987 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Poet  and  feminist/leftist  activist  Karen 
Brodine  died  on  Oct.  18  at  the  age  of  40  in 
her  San  Francisco  home.  She  had  battled 
breast  and  liver  cancer  for  two  years. 
Brodine,  who  worked  as  a  typesetter,  dance 
teacher  and  college  Instructor,  was  recogniz¬ 
ed  nationally  as  a  prominent  thinker  and 
leader  in  progressive  and  lesbian/gay 
politics. 


In  addition  to  her  organizing  work  with 
Radical  Women  and  the  Freedom  Socialist 
Party,  Brodine  was  an  active  unionist.  She 
helped  found  the  Women  Writers  Union  in 
San  Francisco  and  participated  in  other 
groups  that  combine  creative  writing  with 
political  activism.  For  the  past  five  years, 
Brodine  worked  as  a  national  coordinator 
for  the  Merle  Woo  Defense  Committee, 
which  enabled  lesbian  instructor  Woo  to  win 
a  multiple  discrimination  suit  against  the 
University  of  California,  Berkeley. 

A  Seattle  native,  Brodine  moved  to  the 
San  Francisco  Bay  Area  in  1968.  She  re¬ 
turned  to  Seattle  in  1984  to  edit  and  produce 
Gloria  Martin’s  Socialist  Feminism:  The 
First  Decade,  1966-76.  After  returning  to 
San  Francisco  in  1986,  she  continued 
writing,  public  readings  and  organizing  until 
her  death. 

Brodine’s  published  works  include  three 
books  of  poetry:  Slow  Juggling  (1975), 
Workweek  (1977)  and  Illegal  Assembly 
(1980).  A  fourth  book.  Woman  Sitting  at 
the  Machine,  Thinking,  will  be  published 
soon  by  Freedom  Socialist  Publications. 
“Doing  What  Comes  Unnatural’’  is  a  poem 
from  that  collection.  □ 

An  East  Coast  memorial  to  honor 
Brodine  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  Dec.  12,  2 
p.m.  at  the  Brecht  Forum,  15 1  W.  1 9th 
Street,  7th  floor,  in  New  York  City.  The 
tribute  will  feature  readings  of  her  poetry, 
personal  reminiscences,  music  and  a 
seafood  dinner  (donation  $7.50). 


Homophobes 

Continued  from  page  I 

Paul  Boneberg,  Executive  Director  of 
Mobilization  for  AIDS  commented, 
“LaRouche  II  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  least 
dangerous  of  the  attackers  we  face...  . 
Because  most  people  don’t  want  to  associate 
with  LaRouche,  and  because  [the  initiative] 
was  voted  down  last  year,  LaRouche  II  is 
not  likely  to  pass.’’  Nevertheless,  he  did  ad¬ 
mit  the  possibility  of  its  success,  “if  its  sup¬ 
porters  are  willing  to  spend  millions  on  get¬ 
ting  it  through  and  lie  about  its 
implications.” 

Stan  Hadden,  Chair  of  the  California 
AIDS  Advisory  Committee,  speculates  that 
there  may  be  no  initiative  to  fight.  “For 
about  six  months  last  year  the  Attorney 
General’s  office  conducted  an  investigation 
of  Lantz,  [a  LaRouche  campaign  worker], 
questioning  the  signature  gathering  for 
LaRouche’s  initiative.  Since  then,  the  case 
was  turned  over  to  the  L.A.  County  District 
Attorney’s  office.  However,  every  time  I’ve 
tried  to  get  information  about  it.  I’ve  been 
told  they  can’t  comment  because  the  case  is 
pending,”  said  Hadd. 

The  district  attorney’s  office  could  not  be 
reached  for  comment  before  press  time. 

LaRouche  II  is  not  the  only  threat 
California’s  PWAs  will  face  in  1988.  State 
Senator  John  Doolittle,  U.S.  Congressman 
William  Dannemeyer,  and  L.A.  County 
Sheriff  Sherman  Block  pick  up  where 
LaRouche  leaves  off,  initiating  a  barrage  of 
legislation  which  will  attempt  to  increase 
mandatory  testing,  and  take  away  many  of 
the  rights  of  PWAs. 

This  legislation  could  be  far  more 
dangerous  than  LaRouche  II,  suggests 
Boneberg.  “Because  LaRouche’s  name  is 
not  associated  with  it,  people  are  less  likely 
to  dismiss  it,”  he  commented. 

This  year  Doolittle  has  sponsored  ten  bills 
which  include:  mandatory  testing  of  in¬ 
voluntarily  committed  mental  patients; 
making  it  a  felony  for  an  HIV-positive  pro¬ 
stitute  who  knows  her  or  his  antibody  status 
to  continue  work;  and  increasing  the 
sentences  of  sex  offenders  by  three  years  if 
the  perpetrator  knew  himself/herself  to  be 
HIV-positive  at  the  time  of  the  assault. 

Most  of  these  bills  have  been  stalled  in 
committee  and  a  few  have  failed  to  come  up 
for  hearings  at  all.  However,  one  requiring 
doctors  testing  for  marriage  licenses  to  offer 
the  HIV  test  has  passed.  A  few  other  bills, 
according  to  Rand  Martin  of  the  Lobby  for 
Individual  Freedom  and  Equality  (LIFE), 
have  a  good  chance  of  passing  next  year. 
SB  1005  would  permit  involuntary  testing  in 
prisons,  and  would  mandate  involuntary 
testing  in  prison  reception  centers.  And, 
SB14.J2  would  allow  insurance  companies  to 
use  antibody  tests  for  underwriting  pur¬ 
poses. 

Doolittle  has  been  one  of  the  most 
outspoken  homophobes  in  California 
recently.  He  was  quoted  in  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Chronicle  in  July  as  saying,  “1  am  op¬ 
posed  to  homosexuality.  I  believe  it  is  a 
grievous  sin.  I  don’t  make  any  bones  about 


that.  People  should  repent  of  that  evil  con¬ 
duct  and  set  their  lives  in  order.”  He  is  also 
not  sensitive  to  members  of  other  disenfran¬ 
chised  groups  affected  by  the  virus.  When 
discussing  an  aspect  of  his  legislation  which 
would  add  a  felony  charge  to  prostitutes 
who  work  while  having  knowledge  of  HIV- 
infection,  he  said:  “The  bill  is  necessary  to 
help  discourage  ‘offering  tainted  goods,’  if 
you  will.”  (Chronicle  5/21/87) 

Dannemeyer’s  initiative  is  expected  to  be 
presented  to  the  voters  next  November.  Co¬ 
written  with  Doolittle,  the  initiative  closely 
resembles  LaRouche  II  and  overlaps 
somewhat  with  Doolittle’s  bills.  If  suc¬ 
cessful,  the  initiative  would  put  AIDS  in  the 
same  category  as  all  other  communicable 
diseases.  " 

Dannemeyer’s  spokesperson  for  the  in¬ 
itiative,  Bret  Barbary,  said  the  initiative 
would  also:  permit  physicians  to  notify 
third  parties  at  risk  of  infection;  eliminate 
the  requirement  that  physicians  obtain  writ¬ 
ten  consent  for  HIV  testing;  mandate 
reportability  to  public  health  officials;  make 
it  a  crime  to  donate  blood  if  the  donor 
knows  he  or  she  is  HIV-positive;  and  repeal 
the  prohibitions  on  insurance  companies 
from  testing  for  AIDS. 

Rand  Martin  of  LIFE  comments  that  the 
initiative  would  cause  the  closing  of  test  sites 
which  currently  allow  for  anonymous 
testing.  Barbary  commented,  “[The  alter¬ 
native  test  sites]  could  still  exist,  but  it  might 
be  difficult  for  them  to  meet  government 
guidelines.” 

Barbary  said  he  believes  the  initiative  has 
a  good  chance  of  passing  if  his  organization 
is  able  to  collect  the  signatures  needed  to 
bring  it  to  the  ballot  by  November.  Martin 
disagrees.  “[The  initiative]  is  bad,”  he  said, 
“but  it’s  so  bad  that  its  extremeness  may 
well  work  in  our  favor.” 

Sheriff  Block’s  initiative  is  much  nar¬ 
rower  in  scope  than  the  other  legislation 
before  Californians  next  year.  The  first  part 
of  the  the  three-part  initiative  allows  for  a 
victim  of  a  sexual  assault  in  which  there  was 
an  exchange  of  bodily  fluids  to  demand  HIV 
testing  for  the  alleged  perpetrator  at  the  time 
of  the  arraignment.  The  second  part  would 
enable  any  individual,  police  officer, 
firefighter  or  emergency  medical  personnel 
to  require  the  same  of  a  person  who  bit, 
scratched,  spat  on  or  exchanged  blood  with 
him  or  her  resulting  in  a  criminal  complaint 
against  that  person. 

The  initiative’s  third  part  would  mandate 
reporting  of  prisoners’  test  results  to  the  per¬ 
son  in  charge  of  the  jail  or  prison.  That  per¬ 
son  would  then  be  required  to  disseminate 
that  knowledge  to  all  personnel  who  come  in¬ 
to  direct  contact  with  the  prisoner.  Giving 
the  test  results  to  anyone  not  in  need  of  that 
information  would  constitute  a  criminal  of¬ 
fense,  according  to  Block. 

Block  said  he  is  hoping  for  a  “degree  of 
support  from  the  gay  community”  on  this 
initiative.  He  added  “I’ve  tried  to  be  very 
careful  to  be  as  specific  and  as  narrow  as 
possible  with  this  initiative.  I  don’t  support 
these  shotgun  efforts  to  solve  everything  at 

Continued  on  page  5 


Press  conference  announcing  Georgetown  University  lesbian  and  gay  students’  legal  victory.  L-R:  Richard 
Gross,  attorney:  Lori  Jean,  Gay  and  Lesbian  Activist  Alliance;  Mark  Schulte  and  E.D.  Conrad,  Georgetown 
Gay  People’s  Alliance;  and  Mary  Schiller,  GU  Gay  Law  Students. 


Georgetown 
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Ronald  Bogard,  the  decision  is  “extremely 
important.”  Bogard,  who  was  one  of  two 
attorneys  who  filed  the  original  lawsuit  on 
behalf  of  the  student  groups  and  who  con¬ 
tinued  to  represent  them  through  the  trial 
state  of  the  seven-year  legal  battle,  told 
GCN  that  the  decision  is  significant  in  two 
major  respects. 

First,  the  decision  “establishes  the  princi¬ 
ple  that  if  you  have  [anti-discrimination]  or¬ 
dinances  and  they  don’t  apply  to  religious 
folk,  they  don’t  mean  anything,”  Bogard 
said.  He  also  said  he  believes  the  decision 
will  also  help  protect  the  rights  of  oppressed 
groups  other  than  lesbians  and  gay  men.  “It 
prevents  the  little  shopkeeper  down  the 
street  from  firing  you  [on  religious  grounds] 
because  you’ve  been  divorced.” 

Second,  said  Bogard,  the  decision  estab¬ 
lishes  that  “cities  and  states  have  the  right  to 
define  what  class  [they  want]  to  protect.” 
The  main  opinion  explicitly  rejects  the  argu¬ 
ment  that  “only  a  ‘national’  policy  against 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation 
could  constitute  a  compelling  governmental 
interest.”  This  holding,  said  Bogard,  “rein¬ 
forces  that  the  federal  government  is  not  the 
sole  source  of  protection  —  cities  and  states 
are  laboratories”  for  exploring  how  best  to 
eliminate  invidious  discrimination  —  and 
courts  should  support  them  in  that  role. 

Although  the  decision  technically  applies 
only ’to  the  District  of  Columbia  and  its  Hu¬ 
man  Rights  Act,  in  practice  it  should  have  a 
much  broader  impact.  “If,  for  example,  a 
California  court  is  doing  a  compelling  inter¬ 
est  analysis”  in  interpreting  a  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  law,  Bogard  pointed  out,  “it  will 
look  to  this  171-page  decision  of  the  D.C. 
Court  of  Appeals,  rather  than  reinvent  the 
wheel.” 

Will  It  Standi 

If  the  university  decides  to  appeal  the  dec¬ 
ision,  it  will  be  shouldering  “a  real  burden,  ’ ’ 
Bogard  said.  The  lead  opinion  “makes  [the 
case]  less  appealable”  because  it  carefully 
protects  Georgetown’s  right  to  refuse  to 
“endorse”  the  student  groups. 

A  three-judge  panel  of  the  Court  of  Ap¬ 
peals  had  originally  issued  a  decision  hold¬ 
ing  that  the  law  required  Georgetown  to 
grant  recognition  to  the  groups,  as  well  as 
provide  “tangible  benefits”  such  as  copying 
privileges  and  mailing  services.  The  original 
decision  nonetheless  held  that  the  law  did 
not  violate  Georgetown’s  First  Amendment 
rights. 

On  its  own  initiative,  the  court  withdrew 
that  original  decision  for  reconsideration  by 
all  seven  of  its  judges.  The  result  was  the 
opinion  which  determines  the  outcome  of 
the  case,  written  by  Judge  Mack  —  and  five 
other  opinions,  written  by  five  different 
judges,  which  concur  with  or  dissent  from 
various  aspects  of  Mack’s  opinion. 

Judge  John  Ferren,  who  wrote  the 
original  three-judge  panel’s  decision,  wrote 
separately  from  the  majority  in  the  Nov.  20 
decision,  disagreeing  with  the  conclusion 
that  Georgetown  had  a  right  to  withhold  any 
aspect  of  university  recognition.  “If  Judge 
Mack  and  her  colleagues  are  correct,”  he 
wrote,  “then  the  Act  permits  a  ‘separate  but 
equal’  access  to  university  facilities  and  ser¬ 
vices  reminiscent  of  the  justification  that 
once  permitted  blacks  on  public  buses,  but 
only  in  the  back.  The  Act’s  protections  are 
not  so  narrow.”  Judge  Ferren  was  joined  in 
his  opinion  by  Judge  John  Terry,  who  had 
also  joined  in  the  original  decision  by  the 
three-judge  panel.  (Mack,  who  wrote  the 
lead  opinion  in  the  Nov.  20  decision,  was  the 
third  judge  on  the  original  panel;  she  wrote  a 
dissent  from  the  original  opinion.) 

Although  Mack’s  Nov.  20 opinion  “is  not 
necessarily  right,”  Bogard  told  GCN,  “I’m 


delighted  the  court  did  what  it  did”  in  with¬ 
drawing  the  original  position  and  issuing  the 
more  conservative  decision  by  the  full  court. 
“The  original  decision  may  have  been  more 
vulnerable  to  attack ....  I  think  they  were 
trying  to  protect  the  decision.” 

Even  the  current  Supreme  Court  will  have 
a  difficult  time  considering  any  argument  by 
Georgetown  that  the  decision  should  be 
overturned,  according  to  Bogard. 

Comparing  this  case  to  the  Supreme 
Court’s  1986  decision  in  Bowers  v.  Hard¬ 
wick,  which  upheld  the  state  of  Georgia’s 
right  to  outlaw  sodomy,  the  attorney  noted 
that  the  Court’s  past  position  has  been  “that 
states  and  cities  should  be  able  to  pass  their 
own  statutes.  If  Georgia’s  sodomy  statute 
stands,  why  doesn’t  D.C.’s  [anti-discrimin¬ 
ation]  statute?” 

However,  David  Turner,  co-chairperson 
of  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association 
(LAGA),  the  student  group  at  the  law 
school,  points  out  that  the  last  paragraph  of  a 
dissenting  opinion  written  by  Retired  Judge 
Frank  Nebeker  seems  to  invite  Georgetown 
to  appeal  the  decision.  “Surely,”  Nebecker 
wrote,  “this  court’s  holding. .  .raises  first 
amendment  issues  warranting  closest  review 
by  the  ultimate  adjudicators  of  the  meaning 
of  these  most  important  provisions.” 

“I  imagine  him  [Nebeker]  getting  red  as  a 
beet  and  smoke  coming  out  of  his  ears  and 
his  collar,”  Turner  told  GCN.  Nebeker 
characterized  the  main  opinion  as  “us[ing] 
the  state’s  power  to  force  a  religious  body, 
contrary  to  its  basic  tenets,  to  provide  ser¬ 
vices  and  facilities  to  those  who  advocate 
and  proselytize  abnormal  and  criminal  sex¬ 
ual  practices ....  One  might  ask  whether  by 
our  holding  a  student  group  dedicated  to 
heterosexual  relations  with  girls  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  would  likewise  derive  ‘sexual 
orientation’  benefits  under  the  Act  in  the 
face  of  first  amendment  assertions.” 

Whether  or  not  an  appeal  is  filed,  the  uni¬ 
versity  is  apparently  not  waiting  until  the 
February  18  deadline  to  open  negotiations 
with  the  student  groups  about  the  appro¬ 
priate  steps  to  take  to  provide  the  required 
“tangible  benefits.”  Turner  told  GCN  this 
week  that  Robert  Pitosky,  Dean  of  the  Law 
School,  had  contacted  LAGA  to  request  a 
meeting  with  the  organization’s  heads.  As 
GCN  goes  to  press,  that  meeting  was  set  for 
Tuesday,  December  8. 

Both  LAGA  and  its  counterpart  on 
Georgetown’s  main  campus.  Gay  People  of 
Georgetown  University  (GPGU),  will  meet 
with  attorney  Richard  Gross,  one  of  three 
attorneys  who  represented  the  groups  dur¬ 
ing  the  appeal  stages,  to  determine  what 
“tangible  benefits”  the  groups  should  de¬ 
mand  and  what,  if  any,  further  steps  are  ap¬ 
propriate.  The  groups  will  more  than  likely 
ask  that  the  university  pay  their  attorney’s 
fees.  □ 

Sex 
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panelists  to  recognize  the  legitimacy  of 
bisexuality.  Another  woman  thanked 
McGleughlin  for  moving  the  discussion  of 
lesbian  sexuality  beyond  the  pornography 
debate,  but  said  that  we  still  needed  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  patriarchal  sources  for  our  sexual 
desires.  A  man  pointed  out  that  it  was 
crucial  that  we  talk  about  sex  with  people 
with  AIDS. 

Town  Meeting  organizer  and  director  of 
NGLTF’s  Privacy  Project,  Sue  Hyde,  said 
NGLTF  plans  to  make  a  videotape  of  the 
program  available  and  is  looking  into  the 
possibility  of  publishing  the  papers  as  a 
book.  She  expressed  frustration  that  al¬ 
though  numerous  members  of  the  gay  press 
attended  the  meeting,  there  had  been  no 
coverage  to  date. 

□filed  from  St.  Louis 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  □  DECEMBER  6-12,  1987  □  PAGE  3 


Patsy  lynch 


COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


A  friend  in  need 

Dear  GCN: 

A  friend  of  mine  is  in  a  lot  of  trouble  and 
needs  some  help.  BooJack  (John  Royal)  is  a 
prisoner  at  Mecklenberg  Correctional 
Center  in  Virginia  and  is  presently  in 
segregation  after  defending  himself  against 
another  prisoner  who  was  trying  to  in¬ 
timidate  him  into  having  sex  with  him.  This 
other  inmate  has  lots  of  friends  at  MCC  and 
other  prisons  in  VA,  and  would  likely  try  to 
kill  BqoJack  in  revenge  if  he  was  released 
back  into  population  at  MCC,  or  trans¬ 
ferred  to  another  VA  prison. 

'Because  of  this,  BooJack  is  requesting  a 
transfer  to  a  prison  in  another  state.  To  help  • 
him  gain  his  transfer,  he  needs  people  on  the 
outside  to  write  letters  in  support  of  his 
transfer  request.  I’d  like  you  to  mention 
BooJack  in  the  Community  Voices  section 
of  GCA' and  ask  readers  to  send  letters  to  the 
following  people,  asking  them  to  grant  his 
request  to  be  transferred  out  of  state  for  his 
physical  safety: 

Warden  Thompson,  MCC,  Box  500, 

Boydton,  VA  23917; 

Edward  Murray,  Director  Virginia  Prison 

Prison  System,  1606  Santa  Rosa  Road, 

Richmond,  VA  23288. 

Thank  you, 

_  Joe  Peacott 

H  Boston,  MA 

Just  as  our  daily  lives  are 
invisible... 

Dear  GCN: 

I  recently  read  “Civil  Disobedience 
Against  AIDS  Bigotry”  by  Eric  Rofes, 
which  I  believe  was  carried  in  a  June  issue  of 
GCN.  Writing  from  the  twin  vantage  points 
of  my  work  within  the  womyn’s/lesbian 
community  and  the  civilly  disobedient  peace 
community,  I  wish  to  share  the  following 
thoughts. 

I  began  to  be  uncomfortable  when  Rofes 
wrote  that  their  pre-arrangements  allowed 
the  64  arrestees  a  “more  comfortable  stay 
than  most  prisoners.”  Is  it  not  our  intent,  as 
we  do  jail  witness/time,  to  expose  the  condi¬ 
tions  to  which  all  prisoners  are  subject? 
Why  should  those  of  us  entering  the 
criminal  injustice  system  for  reasons  of  con¬ 
science  expect  or  seek  preferential  treat¬ 
ment?  We  get  over  our  fear  of  the  inside  by 
being  inside  —  and  I  say  that  recognizing  the 
fact  that  rape  can  and  does  indeed  occur  in 
prison. 

By  our  participation  in  an  inherently  evil 
system,  we  experience  the  invisibility  of 
prisoners  in  our  culture;  as  our  daily  lives  as 
gay  men/lesbians  are  invisible  to  some,  so 
the  desire  for  special  arrangements  con¬ 
tinues  to  perpetuate  the  invisibility  of  those 
whom  our  society  wishes  to  hide. 

1  got  more  concerned  when  Rofes  wrote 
that  “the  experience  got  a  little  boring.” 
After  three  hours?  Think  of  what  it’s  like, 
day  after  day,  to  be  inside,  where  sensory 
deprivation  and  dependence  upon  guards 
for  most  basic  human  needs  is  the  norm. 

All  of  this  was  mitigated  somewhat  by  the 
description  of  some  of  the  components  of 
“good  time.”  That  is,  talking  to  others, 
creating  ‘a  supportive  community  atmo¬ 
sphere,  and  division  into  groups  with  com¬ 
mon  interests.  One  question:  were  the  ar¬ 
restees'  segregated  from  the  general  prison 
population  or  were  they  in  with  other  types 
of  prisoners?  If  the  latter,  how  did  members 
of  the  new  group  relate  to  those  jailed  for 
other  reasons?  Another  of  the  components 
of  “good  time”  is  relating  to  others  in  the 
system,  creating  an  inclusive  rather  than  ex¬ 
clusive  atmosphere  among  prisoners. 

In  our  struggles  —  against  AIDS,  against 
homophobia-that  perpetuates  the  crisis  —  to 
create  a  loving  and  caring  community  that 
embraces  many  different  lifestyles,  we  are 
only  now  realizing  that  we  must  put 
ourselves  on  the  line,  publicly  as  well  as 
privately. 


The  massive  civil  disobedience  at  the 
.Supreme  Court  on  October  13  was  an  exam¬ 
ple  of  such.  There  were  no  pre-arrange¬ 
ments  there.  I  was  one  of  fhe  42  womyn  who 
slept  in  a  large  bathroom  in  Cellblock  B,  on¬ 
ly  to  be  moved  two  hours  later  across  the 
hall  to  a  cell  with  a  few  bunks.  Mass  confu¬ 
sion  reigned  on  the  part  of  our  jailers.  One 
womon  in  our  cell  complained  of  her  legs  be¬ 
ing  shackled  while  waiting  at  a  local  hospital 
for  treatment  of  wrist  injuries  incurred  while 
being  dragged  onto  a  bus  after  her  arrest. 

I  had  reason  to  remember  Rofes’  pre-ar¬ 
rangements  during  the  time  we  spent  assur¬ 
ing  womyn  that  change-of-shift  in  any 
prison  means  lockdown  and  count.  It  was 
one  more  indication,  to  those  new  to  this 
part  of  the  struggle,  of  the  ways  in  which 
prisoners  live.  Those  unable  to  understand 
that  would  no  doubt  have  been  happy  to 
take  special  arrangements.  Fortunately  no 
womon  in  our  cell  complained,  understand¬ 
ing  instead  that  such  special  arrangements 
would  have  kept  us  apart  from  the  sisters  in¬ 
side  who  suffer  far  more  than  we  can  im¬ 
agine. 

I  had  time  to  reflect  upon  how  much  we 
have  to  learn  from  each  other  —  the 
resistance  and  gay  communities.  The  D.C. 
action  was  a  beginning.  Let’s‘’not  go  back  to 
the  Dark  Ages  and  insist  on  special  treat¬ 
ment  for  ourselves.  After  all,  neither 
prisoners  in  general  nor  lesbians/gay  men 
can  afford  to  be  separated  in  our  struggle 
against  racism,  sexism  and  heterosexism. 
The  sooner  we  realize  that,  the  closer  we  will 
be  toward  a  true  revolution. 

Dale  Ashera-Davis 


Peace  calendar  free  to 
prisoners 

Dear  GCN: 

GCN  reaches  into  prison.  We  here  at  the 
War  Resisters  League  know  this  because  we 
have  already  gotten  over  a  dozen  letters  ask¬ 
ing  for  free  copies  of  our  annual  peace 
calendar,  presumably  in  response  to  a  notice 
GCN  ran  last  year.  We  have  always  sent 
copies  to  men  and  women  in  prison,  to  those 
involved  in  the  peace  movement,  or  to  those 
in  jail  for  other  victimless  crimes.  If  any  of 
you  now  reading  this  are  in  federal,  state,  or 
country  jails  and  want  a  free  copy  of  the 
1988  peace  calendar,  send  us  your  name  and 
address. 

At  the  same  time,  WRL  is  in  a  really 
grinding  financial  situation.  If  any  readers 
want  to  help  cover  the  cost  of  sending  these 
calendars,  the  easiest  (and  most  painless!) 
way  is  to  order  one  yourself  at  a  cost  of 
$6.75.  The  calendar  is  devoted  to  writings  by 
and  for  activists,  has  an  introduction  by 
Barbara  Ehrenreich,  and  was  edited  by 
Maris  Cakars  and  Paul  Johnson.  It  is  a  good 
buy,  with  over  1 10  pages,  and  a  full  calendar 
page  and  a  page  of  text  for  each  week. 

Sincerely, 
David  McReynolds 
■  New  York,  NY 


Selective  prosecution  of 
unauthorized  acts” 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  writing  this  letter  on  behalf  of  my 
friend  Mary  (William  McGhee),  in  an  at- ' 
tempt  to  gain  assistance  and  or  referral(s). 

I’m  the  local  jail  house  lawyer  but  am  into 
a  subject  that  I  have  little  or  no  knowledge 
about.  Generally  the  problem  is  as  follows: 
Mary  was  charged  with  engaging  in 
“unauthorized  sexual  acts.”  These  alleged 
acts  were  consensual.  Of  course,  the  institu¬ 
tion  convicted  Mary  of  these  rule  infractions 
and  then  referred  the  matter  to  the  district 
attorney  who  charged  “unnatural  acts”, 
which  charges  are  pending  in  Brockton 
District  Court. 

The  problem  I’m  having  with  this  whole 
thing  is  that:  1)  they  have  selectively  charged 
Mary  and  her  partner.  I  have  been  here  10 
years  and  this  is  a' first,  although  numerous 
others  have  been  observed  engaging  in  such 
acts. 

Brockton  District  Court  has  appointed  a 
public  defender  to  represent  Mary,  who  by 
the  way  has  yet  to  talk  to  his  client .  Also  this 
lawyer  has  no  knowledge  of  or  sensitivity  to 
the  issues  involved. 

Selective  prosecution  generally  is  un¬ 
constitutional,  and  in  the  present  case  is 
flagrantly  so. 

What  is  needed  is  a  lawyer  who  is 
knowledgeable  concerning  the  above  and 
who  would  be  willing  to  present  a  real 
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Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN’s  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you.  entertain  you,  and  activate  you. 

Join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Flere’s  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That's  as  little  as  $IO/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN's  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  scat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you; 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN's 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly. 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 
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defense.  There  is  also  the  problem  that  a 
conviction  on  these  charges  could  very  well 
result  in  an  attempt  by  the  Department  of 
Corrections  to  commit  Mary  to  the  Treat¬ 
ment  Center  as  a  “Sexually  Dangerous  Per¬ 
son”  (MGL  cha  123-A,  sec.6). 

So  as  you  can  see  the  problem  is  serious. 
Any  assistance  would  be  appreciated. 

Respectfully  yours, 
William  Langton 
_  SECC — 10  Administration  Rd 

■  Bridgewater,  MA  02324 

Refusing  dental  care  to  PWAs 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Doctor 
Pamela  Westrom,  a  dentist  in  Boston. 

Dr.  Westrom, 

I’ve  heard  that  you  are  refusing  to  see 
people  with  AIDS  in  your  dental  practice. 
I’ve  been  your  client  for  about  5  years  and 
have  sent  many  a  friend  to  your  practice 
also.  I’ve  seen  your  ads  in  Gay  Community 
News  and  Sojourner.  I’ve  seen  many,  many 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  your  office.  I  can’t 
believe  that  you’ve  made  a  choice  to  turn 
your  back  on  the  gay  community.  I’d 
welcome  your  written  explanation  of  this. 
Copies  of  this  letter  are  being  sent  to  Gay 
Community  News  and  Sojourner,  I’m  sure 
copies  of  your  response  would  also  be 
welcome  there. 

From  what  I’ve  heard,  you  are  not  asking 
people  if  they  are  HIV-positive,  but  if  you 
know  that  they  are,  you  are  refusing  to  treat 
them.  This  is  really  a  response  out  of  fear, 
not  rationality.  If  HIV-positive  folks  were 
truly  a  health  risk  to  you  and  to  your  other 
clients,  then  it  would  be  your  responsibility 
to  ask  everyone  and  refuse  treatment  to 
those  who  were  positive.  But  by  not  asking, 
you  are  admitting  that  the  risk  is  not  that 
great,  or  isn’t  really  there  at  all.  Ignorance 
will  not  keep  you  or  your  other  patients 
healthy. 

I’ve  also  heard  that  you  are  concerned 
that  the  proper  cleaning  of  instruments  for 
AIDS  patients  would  be  prohibitively  ex¬ 
pensive.  Wouldn’t  a  bleach  solution  be  suf¬ 
ficient?  If  not,  are  there  ways  to  get  the  gay 
community  to  help  with  the  burden  of  the 
extra  cost?  Could  some  AIDS  support 
group  help  the  dentists  and  doctors  who  are 
not  getting  caught  up  in  the  fear  and  are 
continuing  to  see  people  with  AIDS?  I 
believe  if  you  wanted  to  continue  to  work 
with  the  gay  community,  to  support  those  of 
us  who  have  been  supporting  you,  that  you 
could  find  a  way  to  do  so,  while  maintaining 
a  healthy  dental  practice. 

I  look  forward  to  your  response  to  this. 
Meantime,  my  dental  check-up  will  have  to 
wait. 

Sincerely, 
Sandy  Martin 

H  Cambridge,  MA 


Enough  of  Dukakis’  nonsense 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  tetter  to  Mass. 
Governor  Michael  Dukakis. 

Dear  Governor  Dukakis: 

Today  I  opened  the  newspaper  and  what  I 
saw  was  nothing  that  a  presidential  cand¬ 
idate  should  do.  You  oppose  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee’s  pamphlet,  “Safer  Sex  Can 
be  Sensuous”  and  you  are  thinking  of  cut¬ 
ting  the  AAC’s  state  funding.  I  can’t  believe 
what  I’m  seeing.  Here  we  are  with  a  State 
and  National  health  problem  that  is  killing 
countless  men,  women  and  children  and  you 
talk  about  explicit  language!  People  are  dy- 
ing,  Mr.  Dukakis,  and  you’re  only  worried 
about  your  virgin  ears!!  You  mean  to  say 
that  you,  as  an  adult  man,  have  never  heard 
the  graphic  terms  for  sexual  parts  and  acts? 

This  pamphlet  was  intended  for  Gay  men 
who  enjoy  sex.  It  was  not  written  for  you. 
As  you  know,  there  are  many  lifestyles  with¬ 
in  the  Gay  community  AS  WELL  AS  in  the 
hetero.sexuaI  community.  You  may  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  sex  in  the  bushes,  but  like  it  or  not, 
some  people  do.  As  long  as  they  do,  they 
have  the  right  to  get  information  that  will 
protect  their  lives.  If  a  man  will  listen  to  a 
pamphlet  written  in  his  words  and  he  would 
not  read  a  sterile  clinical  tome,  then  give  him 
the  pamphlet.  The  important  thing  is  that  he 
learns  about  safe  sex  so  that  AIDS  can  be 
stopped  from  spreading  further.  1  hate  to 
clue  you  in,  but  many  of  “those  perverts  in 
the  bushes”  are  closeted  Gay  men  who  live 
in  the  suburbs  with  wives  and  kids.  They 
come  to  the  city  where  they  are  unknown  to 
neighbors.  They  don’t  read  the  Gay  press  or 
go  to  bookstores  or  rallies  to  get  the  infor¬ 
mation.  They  wouldn’t  go  near  these  things 


because  they  fear  and/or  loathe  their 
homosexuality.  They  practice  unsafe 
methods,  get  infected  and  bring  it  home  to 
the  wife  and  kids.  This  is  all  on  top  of  what 
may  happen  to  those  who  go  to  prostitutes. 
Governor,  none  of  this  is  pretty  and  you 
may  not  like  it,  but  THIS  IS  REALITY!!! 

The  AIDS  Action  Committee  should  be 
getting  MORE  state  funding  and  help  in 
fighting  AIDS  instead  of  your  immature  tit¬ 
tering  over  the  “F”  word  or  “C”  word. 

I  presently  know  a  man  who  is  dying  from 
AIDS.  You  want  more  like  him  to  die 
because  you  cannot  tolerate  a  dirty  word? 
When  will  there  be  enough  of  this  nonsense? 
Will  there  be  enough  if,  God  forbid,  your 
child  gets  AIDS?  When  it  all  hits  home? 

If  you  want  any  votes  from  the  Gay  com¬ 
munity,  you  better  turn  yourself  around  and 
show  real  compassion  instead  of  empty  cam¬ 
paign  rhetoric. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Linda  Gwizdak 

H  Brighton,  MA 


“Explicit”  details  of  O’Neill’s 
surgery 

GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  the 
Boston  Globe  .• 

Dear  Editor: 

Two  important  news  stories  received  a 
great  deal  of  coverage  this  week  in  the 
Boston  media:  Tip  O’Neill’s  surgery  and  the 
“explicit”  AIDS  pamphlet  causing  congres¬ 
sional  concern.  There’s  irony  here  that 
seems  to  have  escaped  the  media. 

“Explicit”  information  about  the 
transmission  of  a  deadly  disease,  and  how  to 
prevent  that  transmission,  is  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  our  government  and  our  media. 
Can  you  imagine  the  government  refusing  to 
give  out  information  about  measles, 
smallpox,  polio?  The  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee  receives  funding  from  our  govern¬ 
ment,  just  as  hospitals  do.  It  is  their  job  to 
help  those  who  are  sick  and  to  educate  those 
of  us  who,  are  still  healthy  on  how  to  stay 
that  way.  Few  of  us  read,  or  could  under¬ 
stand  medical  journals.  We  need  informa¬ 
tion  written  specifically  for  average  folks  on 
.  the  street. 

On  the  other  hand,  why  do  we  need  to 
know  the  “explicit”  details  of  O’Neill’s 
surgery?  Do  we  need  to  know  that  he  now 
has  another  hole  through  which  to  defecate? 
Does  it  improve  our  chances  of  avoiding  a 
life-threatening  illness?  Information  on  how 
O’Neill  contracted  cancer  would  certainly 
be  educational  (not  to  mention  ground¬ 
breaking),  but  surgical  details  are  not  help¬ 
ing  to  keep  the  rest  of  us  healthy. 

I  can’t  help  but  wonder  at  the  depth  of 
our  fear  of  sexuality  and  of  difference  in  our 
culture.  We  can  work  medical  miracles,  im¬ 
planting  new  hearts.  We  all  heard  graphic 
descriptions  of  colostomies  on  the  radio  this 
week.  Yet  we  are  panic-struck  at  the  thought 
of  teaching  teenagers  about  condoms,  at  the 
thought  of  a  pamphlet  that  can  really  ex¬ 
plain  which  sexual  activities  are  safe  and 
which  are  more  dangerous.  Can  you  imagine 
a  disease  which  struck  pregnant  women  first 
(as  opposed  to  gay  men,  drug  users  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  color)  and  the  government  refusing  to 
disseminate  “explicit”  information  be¬ 
cause  it  was  related  to  their  sexual  activities 
with  their  husbands? 

I  hope  the  Massachusetts  Congress, 
Governor  Dukakis,  Secretary  Johnston  and 
the  media  will  not  allow  their  puritanical 
fears  of  sex,  gay  men  and  people  of  color  to 
prevent  them  from  their  responsibility  to 
educate  and  inform  the  public. 

Sincerely, 

^  Sandy  Martin 

H  Cambridge,  MA 


Oops! 

Last  week’s  full-page  photo  of  the  March  on 
Washington  that  appeared  in  our  Holiday  subscrip¬ 
tion  offer  lacked  a  credit  for  photographer  Marilyn 
Humphries.  We  regret  the  error,  and  urge  you  to 
turn  to  this  week’s  back  page  subscription  adver¬ 
tisement  to  view  it  again  while  taking  advantage  of 
our  seasonal  gift  rates. 


A  momentous  event*  the 


national  gathering  of  bisexuals 
at  the  March  on  Washington 


By  Liz  Mania 

This  was  surely  one  of  the  finest 
moments  in  bisexual  history.  Gutsy  bisex¬ 
uals  from  about  20  states,  women  and  men 
with  the  courage  and  conviction  to  affirm 
their  identity  before  more  than  half  a 
million  lesbians,  gays  and  gay-rights  ad¬ 
vocates  —  those  were  the  people  who  mar¬ 
ched  for  us  on  October  11,  1987.  The  Great 
March  was  the  most  powerful  expression  of 
gay/lesbian/bisexual  pride,  joy,  communi¬ 
ty  and  love  I’ve  ever  witnessed.  A  month 
later.  I’m  still  feeling  its  magic,  although 
I  no  longer  have  the  urge  to  stand  up  in  a 
movie  theater  and  holler,  “Whadda  we 
want?!”  (“Gay  Rights”  was  the  response 
of  the  hour,  by  the  way.) 

It  was  thoroughly  exhilarating  seeing  the 
city  overrun  with  dykes,  bi’s  and  gay  men 

—  on  the  streets,  in  the  restaurants  and 
museums  and  bookstores.  The  National 
Museum  of  Women  in  the  Arts,  a 
somewhat  stodgy  but  wonderful  museum, 
looked  like  Sunday  night  at  Campus. 

When  the  March 
began  at  last,  we 
hoisted  high 
beautiful,  glittery  signs 
proclaiming,  ''We're 
not  Fence-Sitters, 
We're  Bridge 
Builders. " 

How’s  a  girl  supposed  to  concentrate  on  the 
art?  All  weekend  long,  strangers  (technical¬ 
ly  speaking)  were  smiling  at  each  other  and 
chatting  and  hugging.  It  was  truly  a  na¬ 
tional  community. 

Sunday  morning  at  8:15  marked  the 
beginning  of  a  momentous  event:  the  first- 
ever  gathering  of  bisexual  women  and  men 
from  all  over  the  country!  Our  meeting 
place  was  almost  as  grand  as  the  occasion 

—  the  Mayflower  Hotel  dripped  with 
crystal  chandeliers,  gilt-edged  mirrors  and 
carpets  you  could  wade  knee-deep  through. 
The  feeling  of  electricity  in  our  meeting 
room  could  have  lit  up  the  whole  hotel!  We 
made  friends  and  compared  experiences!  of 
our  community  (or  lack  thereof)  nation¬ 
wide;  we  wore  red  and  black  and  made  red  satin 
sashes  with  our  own  bi  slogans  emblazoned 
in  gold;  we  picked  up  bi  and  gay  literature 
from  various  parts  of  the  country;  we  pin¬ 
ned  on  “Bisexual  Pride”  and  “Bi-phobia 
Shield”  badges;  we  cheered  ourselves  as 
loudly  as  possible;  and  we  talked  about  the 
founding  of  a  National  Bisexual  Network. 
(You’ll  be  hearing  more  about  this  soon!) 
From  there,  the  hundred  participants  march¬ 
ed  to  the  Ellipse  where  we  gathered  our 
signs,  our  banners  and  our  strength  for  the 
illustrious  March.  Meanwhile,  a  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network-sponsored 
table  at  the  Ellipse,  staffed  by  bi’s  hailing 
from  Boston  and  points  we,stward,  at¬ 
tracted  lots  of  interest  and  positive 
response. 

When  the  March  began  at  last,  we 
hoisted  high  beautiful,  glittery  signs  pro¬ 
claiming,  “We’re  Not  Fence-Sitters,  We’re 
Bridge-Builders,”  “Hug  a  Bi.sexual  —  We 
Play  Safe,  Too!”  “Bisexuality  is  a  Viable 
Option,”  and  the  ever-popular,  “Equal 
Opportunity  Lover.”  We  marched  next  to 
the  Transgenderal  Contingent,  Rock 
Against  Sexism  (from  Boston),  and  some 
gay  bagpipers  decked  to  the  hilt  in  kilts. 
One  of  the  warmest  and  most  joyous 
moments  for  me  happened  when,  after  we 
had  finished  a  rousing  chorus  of  “When  the 
Bi’s  Go  Marching  By,”  the  Scotsmen 
played  it  on  their  bagpipes!  (Aye,  my  lassie, 

I  shed  a  wee  tear.) 

The  rally  after  the  March  proved  at  least 
as  exciting  as  the  March  itself  because  there 
1  witnessed  hundreds  of  thousands  of  us 
joining  together  in  one  massive  euphoric 
gathering.  It  was  mind-blowing.  I  felt  com¬ 
pletely  welcome  as  a  bisexual, 
and  more  so  than  at  many  local  gay  or  les¬ 
bian  events.  Although  most  of  the  speakers 
and  entertainers  were  top-notch,  many  of 


us  were  aware  that  the  word  “bisexual”  was 
largely  conspicuous  by  its  absence  from  the 
stage  and  the  literature.  But,  hey,  it’s  only 
1987!  Give  us  a  few  years  and  about  a  mil¬ 
lion  hours  of  consciousness-raising,  okay? 
We’re  up  to  the  task;  that’s  why  we  were 
there. 

Although  the  March  weekend  couldn’t 
have  been  more  beautiful  and  empowering, 
the  important  question  remains:  How  do 
we  use  this  experience?  What  does  it  mean 
for  the  millions  of  lesbians,  gays  and  bisex¬ 
uals  all  over  the  country  and  world,  both 
those  who  did  and  did  not  attend?  On  a 
more  manageable  .scale,  how  do  we  (that 
means  you  and  me!)  keep  the  spirit  alive? 
The  March  generated  a  tremendous  amount 
of  energy  that  is  still  buzzing,  and  we  must 
use  it  or  lose  it.  If  you’ve  ever  considered 
getting  politically  involved,  NOW  is  the 
time!  If  you’re  thinking  of  doing  even  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  work  on  lesbian/gay/bisexual 
issues,  strike  while  the  iron  is  hot!  Wear  a 
gay  or  bisexual  pride  button!  Come  out  to  a 
friend,  co-worker,  or  relative;  is  there 
anyone  to  whom  you  could  come  out  but 
haven’t?  Ask  yourself  this  question  and 
take  some  serious  inventory,  because  gay 
visibility  is  at  its  highest,  yet  a  fraction  of 
what  it  could  be!  Don’t  be  left  behind  in  the 
closet;  be  brave! 

And  for  you  bisexuals  out  there,  read 
your  local  gay  papers  and  watch  for  the  new 
and  expanded  gay  and  lesbian  projects  that 
.the  March  generated  and  take  part  as  an 
OUT  bisexual.  Participate  in  the  formation 
of  the  new  National  Bisexual  Network.  For 
info  write:  National  Bisexual  Network,  c/o 
Bi-Pol,  584  Castro  Street,  Box  422,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94114.  Support  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network  and  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Men’s  Network,  the  organizations 
responsible  for  bringing  out  and  unifying 
untold  numbers  of  bi  women  and  men  in 
the  Boston  area.  For  info  on  these  groups, 
call  (617)  BIS-MOVE.  Much  energy  is  need¬ 
ed  to  sustain  these  organizations’  newslet¬ 
ters  and  to  organize  next  spring’s  Fifth  An¬ 
nual  Bisexual  Conference.  You  could  even 
start  a  brand  new  project!.  Think  about  it. 

Consider  working  for  groups  that  are 
working  for  you.  The  time  is  ripe.  The 
March  isn’t  over.  Long  live  the  spirit  of  Oc¬ 
tober  1 1 ! 

Liz  Naniads  the  National  Co-coordinator 
of  ihe  Bisexual  Contingent  for  the  March 
on  Washington. 

“Speaking  Out’’  is  part  of  our  continuing  ef¬ 
fort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for 
the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send 
your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us,  and 
to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership.  Submissions 
must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE-SPACED,  AND 
NO  LONGER  THAN  FIVE  PAGES.  Send  to: 
Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


Homophobes 

Continued  from  page  3 
once.” 

Martin  said  “We  respect  Sheriff  Block 
for  his  health-related  concerns.”  He  added, 
“ [Block] ’s  not  like  Doolittle.  He  has.  his 
heart  in  the  right  place.”  But  Martin  said  he 
thinks  it  likely  that  LIFE  will  fight  the  in¬ 
itiative. 

“One  of  the  problems  with  it  is  that  [the 
initiative]  permits  testing  of  people  who  are 
charged  but  not  convicted  of  crimes,”  said 
Martin.  “Our  prime  reason  for  opposing  it, 
however,  is  that  we  don’t  believe  it’s  in  the 
best  health  interests  of  the  victims.  Because 
of  the  time  lapse  between  the  time  of  the 
crime  and  the  arraignment,  we  don’t  believe 
the  test  will  provide  the  victim  with  any 
useful  information.  If  the  victim  was  in¬ 
fected  with  the  virus,  it  may  be  a  long  time 
before  he  or  she  finds  out  if  he  or  she  waits 
until  the  arraignment.  Furthermore,  the 
suspect  could  have  been  infected  within  that 
time  lapse.” U 
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Billy  Jones 


Sex 

Continued  from  back  page 
stitutes  do  not  understand  the  sexual  terms 
used  in  current  AIDS  materials.  “Their  [the 
hustlers’]  language  is  often  very  crude  and 
very  sexist,”  Jones  said.  “But  we  must  learn 
to  make  a  language  that  can  be  understood 
by  them.” 

He  also  pointed  out  that  lesbians  and 
bisexual  women  who  are  prostitutes  or  IV 
drug  users  are  involved  in  “at-risk” 
behavior  and  their  needs  must  also  be  ad¬ 
dressed. 

He  urged  organizers  to  “go  to  the  popula¬ 
tion  and  find  out  what  they  need.  They  are 
isolated  and  stigmatized,  even  by  the  gay 
community.” 

Commentator  Sylvia  Witts-Vitale  also 
pointed  up  the  need  to  consider  the  variety 
of  minority  communities  within  the  gay 
community.  Witts-Vitale  is  a  sex  therapist 
and  family  counselor,  and  an  organizer  of 
Salsa  Soul  Sisters,  a  Third  World  lesbian 
organization.  Although  she  said  she  found 
her  own  coming  out  necessary  and  liber¬ 
ating,  she  pointed  out  that  it  is  dangerous  for  Third 
World  women  to  come  out.  “The  AIDS 
backlash  is  both  homophobic  and  racist,” 
she  said.  At  a  time  when  Black  women  are 
increasingly  at  risk  for  AIDS,  they  once 
again  become  a  target  of  double  or  even  tri¬ 
ple  oppression  as  women.  Black  people  and 
possible  carriers  of  the  AIDS  virus. 

Jade  McGleughlin  delivered  the  only 
paper  that  dealt  in  depth  with  lesbian  sex¬ 
uality.  McGleughlin  is  a  lesbian  activist  and 
a  member  of  the  Cambridge  Feminist  Anti- 
Censorship  Taskforce  and  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Defense  Committee. 

On  the  panel,  McGleughlin  spoke  about  a 
phenomenon  known  among  Boston  lesbians 
as  “Lesbian  Bed  Death,”  or  “LBD.”  To 
explain  this  problem,  she  opened  her  talk 
with  two  quotes,  the  first  taken  from  Cherie 
Moraga’s  book.  Loving  in  the  War  Years.  It 
reads,  “Sex  has  always  been  part  of  the 
question  of  freedom,  the  freedom  to  want 
passionately.” 

Paraphrasing  from  an  interview  in 
JoAnne  Loulan’s  book  Lesbian  Sex, 
McGleughlin  said,  “Sex?  I  never  even  think 
about  it  anymore.  Let’s  see,  the  last  time  my 
lover  and  I  had  sex,  I  can’t  even  remember.” 

“In  some  ways  these  quotes  measure  the 
distance  between  what  we  want  and  what  we 
are,”  McGleughlin  said. 

Women  who  define  themselves  as  sex 
radicals  talk  constantly  about  sex,  but 
“aren’t  having  it  so  much,”  she  said. 
Discussion  of  what  blocks  sustained  desire 
among  lesbians  must  be  free  of  the  current 
pressure  to  be  politically  “correct.” 

Using  feminist  psychological  theories  of 
women’s  development,  McGleughlin  put 
forth  her  own  somewhat  complex  argument 
for  female  sexual  development.  In  her  ex¬ 
planation,  patriarchal  culture  recognizes 
only  the  male  figure  as  having  the  authority 
to  define  female  sexuality.  What  is  needed  is 
an  “intersubjective  space”  that  is  defined 
by  women  in  order  to  be  able  to  more  freely 
explore  our  own  sexuality. 

“The  early  women’s  movement  allowed 
women  to  develop  partial  agency  power 
through  intersubjectivity  with  one 
another,”  McGleughlin  said.  “Con- 
ciousness-raising  groups  were  intersubjec¬ 
tive  spaces  where  women  could  develop 
their  power  and  could  recognize  the  sexuali¬ 
ty  of  other  women.” 

But  the  discussion  of  sex  shut  down,  ac¬ 
cording  to  McGleughlin,  when  a  romantic 
ideal  of  egalitarian,  power-free,  gentle  les¬ 
bian  relationships  developed.  The 
heterosexual,  patriarchal  stronghold  on 
women’s  sexuality  had  been  broken,  but 
new  imperatives  that  we  be  totally 
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“liberated”  sexually  emerged.  This,  said 
McGleughlin,  made  it  impossible  again  for 
women  to  feel  safe  discussing  their  actual 
sexual  feelings. 

McGleughlin  said  she  does  not  think  the 
current  public  debates  about  sexuality  have 
been  helpful  in  developing  sexual  agency 
and  subjectivity  among  lesbians.  Reiterating 
Preston  and  Rofes,  she  urged  lesbians  to 
talk  about  sex  and  the  impact  of  gender 
socialization.  In  fighting  for  the  right  to 
have  any  kind  of  sex  we  want,  we  “must 
have  the  space  to  start  from  where  we  are,” 
she  said. 

Margaret  Cerullo  gave  a  rousing  speech, 
despite  the  pesky  interruptions  of  a  cranky 
sound  system.  She  addressed  the  larger 
political  implications  of  sexual  activism. 
Cerullo  is  a  lesbian  activist  and  faculty 
member  at  Hampshire  College  in  Northamp¬ 
ton,  MA. 

Her  observations  were  in  line  with 
Preston’s  and  Rofes’  emphasis  on  the  im¬ 
portance  of  publicly  claiming  our  sexuality. 
“What  Hardwick  said  to  us  was  that  our 
constitutional  freedoms  do  not  include  the 
freedom  to  love  passionately,”  Cerullo 
said.  “Our  sexuality  makes  us  criminals  and 
outlaws  —  that  alone  in  our  bedrooms  we 
have  no  rights  and  we  have  no  freedoms.  It 
said  to  us  that  every  night  we  engage  alone  in 
acts  of  civil  disobedience.  It’s  time  we  take 
our  show  on  the  road.” 

Cerullo  criticized  what  she  termed  a 
liberal  strategy  of  fighting  for  the  right  to 
privacy,  in  which  public  confrontation  is 
avoided.  In  fighting  for  the  right  to  privacy 
in  private,  which  is  to  say,  behind  legislative 
doors,  the  centrality  of  sex  to  our  communi¬ 
ty  is  lost.  Cerullo  termed  this  strategy 
defensive. 

“It  carries  with  it  the  fear  of  exposure.  It 
assumes  their  hatred  and  yet  actually  keeps 
it  in  place.  It  fails  to  explain  why,  when  we 
make  basic  market  demands,  such  as  jobs 
and  housing,  we  always  fail.” 

Cerullo  quoted  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  staff  member  Sue  Hyde,  who 
said  this  strategy  “prefers  to  lubricate  pieces 
of  legislation  to  give  us  space  to  cover  our 
asses.” 

Cerullo  said  the  real  battle  is  for  control 
over  the  right  to  define  homosexuality.  She 
referred  to  the  work  of  gay  historians, 
pointing  out  that  homosexuality  became  a 
separate  identity  in  a  several-hundred-year- 
old  attempt  to  define,  control,  regulate  and 
justify  heterosexual  relations  and  patriar¬ 
chal  property  rights.  The  Hardwick  decision 
“reasserts  that  gayness  means  unnatural,” 
Cerullo  said.  “The  public  response  to  AIDS 
says  gayness  means  disease.  We  are  engaged 
in  a  battle  to  define  gayness  and  we  must 
fight  it  in  public,”  she  said. 

Commentator  Amber  Hollibaugh  was  the 
last  to  deliver  her  remarks  to  an  audience 
who,  while  still  enthusiastic,  was  also  very 
hot  and  overcrowded.  Hollibaugh  is  a  les¬ 
bian  activist,  AIDS  worker,  and,  with 
Cherie  Moraga,  author  of  the  article, 
“What  We’re  Rollin’  Around  in  Bed 
With.” 

Hollibaugh  further  emphasized  the  sexual 
underpinnings  of  the  gay  community.  “We 
are  here  because  we  are  sexual  people.  We 
are  forced  to  confront  it  all  the  time.  We 
should  fight  to  be  the  ones  who  define  it.” 

Rofes  was  the  only  panelist  to  address  the 
hostility  between  lesbians  qnd  gay  men.  He 
called  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  “break 
down  the  walls  of  sexism  and  misunderstan¬ 
ding  about  each  other’s  sexuality.” 

Comments  from  the  audience  were,  for 
the  most  part,  grateful  and  supportive. 
Many  people  thanked  panelists  for  making 
sex  a  central  issue.  Others  were  glad  to  see 
issues  for  people  of  color  raised.  Priscilla 
Alexander,  member  of  COYOTE,  a  pros¬ 
titute’s  rights  organization  and  co-author  of 
Sex  Work,  said  she  was  glad  she  didn’t  have 
to  be  the  panelist  talking  about  prostitution. 

One  woman  gave  an  emotional  plea  to  the 
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IN  CONCERT 


Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 

Featuring  the  East  Coast  Premiere  of 
Conrad  Susa’s  “The  Cricket  Sings” 

Sunday,  Dec.  13, 1987, 3  PM 
Tuesday,  Dec.  15, 1987, 8  PM 

Jordan  Hall  at 
New  England  Conservatory 

{Comer  of  Huntington  Ai>e.  and  Gainsborough  St., 
across  from  Sytnphony  Hall) 

Sunday  Reception  ($5  Donation)  Immediately  Following 
at  Ciommon wealth  Grille,  111  Dartmouth  St. 

Tickets  $12  8c  $8 

Available  at:  Jordan  Hall  Box  Office,  Ticketron, 

Out  of  Town  (Harvard  Square),  Bostix,  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
and  Fritz  (in  the  South  End) 

Charge  Tickets  by  calling  Teletron  at  720-3434 
Jordan  Hall  Box  Office:  536-2412 


Sign  Language  Interpreted 


REVOLUTIONARY  ACTS!  MUSICAL  AND  THEATRICAL  PRODUCTIONS 

Presents  A  Holiday  Concert 


HEATHER  BISHOP  FRED  SMALL 


ASL  inteipreted  by  Jody  Steiner  and  Felice  Shays 

Saturday,  DECEMBER  12,  8  pm 
Paine  Hall  S 

in  the  Harvard  Music  Bldg,  behind  the  Science  Center.  Free  parking  in  permit  parking  areas 

$12.50  in  advance,  $13.50  at  the  door  (general  admission) 

Tickets  at:  ConcertCharge  (497-1 118),  Out-of-Town,  Semdy's  Music,  Wood  &  Strings  (credit 
cards  by  phone:  641-2131),  Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Food  for  Thought,  Arborway  Video  &  Sound, 

Red  Bookstore,  Somerville  Theater. 

For  further  information  and  seniors'  discount:  (617)  661-1252. 

For  TDD  reservations  only:  (617)  492-0935. 

REVOL  UTICWARY  ACTS!  is  a  woman-owned,  woman-operated  business. 


.y  AM 

TIKVA 

nipnny 

Boston’s  Community  of 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Jews 

•Social/Cultural  Events 
•Holiday  Observances 
•Egalitarian  Liturgy 

Box  11,  Cambridge,  MA,  02238 
(617)  782-8894 


GUK^T  ROO/TiG 

(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

Give  your  love 
a  night  to  remember 
in  Provincetown 


Gift  certificates 


Gabriel  Brooke.  Innkeeper 
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WHEN  THE  GOING  GETS  TOUGH 


SPEaWtflLM  Prcsents  A  ROfY  WWST  HWOUimON 


‘100  (>UTRAG»)US!’’ Starring  CRAiG  RUSSELL  •  HOLLSMcLAREN 
DAVID  McUMfRAITH  With  RON  WHITE  •  Ur^WE  CORHACK  •  FRANK  PELLEGRINO  •  TIMOTHY  {ENKINS 


PAUL  EVES.  MICHAEL}.  REYNOLDS  •  Otrettor  of  Photography  FRED  GUTHE  *  Music  RUSS  UTTLE 
Editor  GEORGE  APPLEBY  •  An  DiiKtor  ANDRIS  HAUSMANIS «  Costume  Designer  AUSAAIDCANDER 


ptoouao  with  m  numonTiOHOFTaEfiiM  guuoA.  rm  omtaho 

Wtotmamn  COtROMTIONANDWANWrrTH«fTNOLM(OUIAM).|NC 


STARTS  TODAY 
EXCLUSIVE  ENGAGEMENT 
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Too,  too  outrageous! 

A  clothes  call,  but  it's  still  a  drag 


Too  Outrageous!  Directed  by  Dick  Benner.  With 
Craig  Russell  and  Hollis  McLaren.  At  the  Paris-USA 
Cinema. 

By  Paul  Vincent  Leone 

o  quote  Margo  Channing,  “1  detest 
cheap  sentiment,”  and  1  do,  1  really 
do.  Sure,  give  me  a  pitcher  of 
Martinis  and  a  baby  grand  complete  with 
pianist  playing  several  choruses  of 
‘‘Lieberstraum”  and  I  start  to  get  teary.  But 
promise  me  knock-out  female  impersona¬ 
tion  and  give  me  bad  dramatics 
instead... well,  1  get  pretty  cranky. 

Outrageous,  a  1978  Canadian  film  shot  in 
16mm  for  under  $200,000,  won  star  Craig 
Russell  a  Best  Actor  award 
at  the  Berlin  Film  Festival. 
'  ,  1  The  plot  was  weak  and  the 
a  performances  of  the  secon¬ 
dary  cast  weaker  still,  for  the  most  part. 
However,  Craig  Russell’s  impersonations  of 
Mae  West,  Bette  Davis,  Tallulah  Bankhead, 
Peggy  Lee,  and  others  glowed,  keeping  the 
film  from  becoming  a  bore.  Credit  must  also 
be  given  to  writer/director  Dick  Benner  for 
showcasing  Russell’s  abilities  so  well,  and 
most  importantly,  for  bringing  gay 
characters  to  the  screen. 

Outrageous  “explored”  the  relationship 
between  Robin  Turner  (Craig  Russell),  a 
hairdresser  turned  female  impersonator  and 
Liza  Connors  (Hollis  McLaren),  a 
schizophrenic  who  wrote  constantly  in  order 
to  keep  “the  others”  from  overcoming  her. 
The  dramatics  did  NOT  work  and  the 
schizophrenic  babble  was  poorly  written, 
but  the  comedy  DID  work  and  there  were 
several  very  funny  scenes  that  made  the 
whole  experience  worthwhile. 

Too  Outrageous!,  also  starring  Craig 
Russell  and  McLaren  in  their  original  roles, 
focuses  in  on  the  dramatics  of  their  relation¬ 
ship  and  fails  miserably.  Outrageous  was  a 
vehicle  for  Mr.  Russell  and  he  rode  it  oh  so 
well;  Too  Outrageous!  uses  Russell  as  the 
vehicle  instead  and  fails  to  even  get  out  of 
the  driveway.  Too  bad,  because  1  was  really 
looking  forward  to  this  film  and  1  am  sure  a 
lot  of  other  people  still  are.  The  laughs  are 
simply  not  there.  What  is  there,  besides 
cheap  sentiment,  is  an  insulting  ploy  to  beef 
up  the  script  by  inserting  completely  mean¬ 
ingless  references  to  AIDS.  Early  on  in  the 
film  Russell  inquires  about  an  absent 
member  of  the  old  troupe  only  to  find  out 
that  the  friend  has  passed  away.  “AIDS?” 
he  asks.  Serious  nods  and  a  moment  of 
silence,  then  on  with  the  show;  at  first  1 
thought,  oh  good,  gay  people  are  going  to 
talk  about  AIDS  on  the  silver  screen.  But  oh 
no.  1  sit  through  the  whole  fucking  movie 
and  not  one  person  talks  about  safe  sex  or 
the  long-term  meaning  of  this  struggle.  Ten 
minutes  before  the  end  of  the  film,  Luke 
(Ron  White),  Robin’s  accompanist  and 
musical  arranger,  starts  to  cough.  1  cringed 
and  sank  lower  in  my  seat.  Living  with  the 
threat  of  AIDS  deserves  a  hell  of  a  lot  more 
introspection  than  the  old  Camille  routine. 
No  need  for  me  to  tell  you  he  didn’t  have  the 
flu.  Everyone  in  the  film  breaks  down  and 
hugs  and  cries;  1  was  Too  Outraged !  I  would 
have  walked  out  if  it  hadn’t  been  the  end  of 
the  film  and  time  to  walk  out  anyway. 

Let’s  get  to  the  real  drag  here,  which  is  the 
drag.  To  quote  Craig  Rus.sell  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  notes,  “I’ve  always  been  an  actor,  but 
actors  per  se,  or  the  business,  have  chosen  to 
put  me  in  a  box  as  a  female  impersonator, 
because  my  costumes  and  my  roles  are  much 
more  demanding  and  interesting  than  those 
other  actors  play.  I  mean  to  play  Hamlet  or 
Richard  III  is  fine,  but  try  being  Barbra 
Strei.sand  for  a  day.  I  dare  anybody  to  do  it 
well.  The  same  with  comedians.  They  say, 
Craig  Russell  isn’t  a  comedian,  he’s  a  drag 
queen  ...  .  What  is  so  important  about  what 
you  wear?  Does  that  categorize  what  you 
are?” 

Don’t  get  me  wrong,  I  love  Craig  Russell; 
not  only  do  I  think  he  is  a  GREAT  imper¬ 
sonator,  but  I  also  sec  him  as  a  fine  come¬ 
dian  and  a  good  actor.  But  he  shows  an  ob¬ 
vious  discomfort  with  the  female  imper¬ 
sonation  in  Too  Outrageous!  and  the  plot 
even  centers  on  this  conllict  at  times; 
Turncr/Russell  yearns  for  identification  as 
“himself”  rather  than  all  the  grande  dames 
of  camp  he  is  so  fine  at  impersonating. 
I978’s  Outrageous  was  about  Turner  being 
fed  up  with  being  a  hairdresser;  1987’s  Too 
Outrageous!  is  about  him  being  fed  up  with 
being  a  drag  queen.  And  boy  does  it  show  in 
the  drag. 


Craig  Russell  goes  nuts  as  Barbra  Streisand  in  Too 

Outrageous! 


His  Mae  West  is  as  good  as  ever;  in  fact, 
Russell  worked  as  Mae  West’s  .secretary  for 
seven  months.  “Everyone  around  her  had 
the  habit  of  impersonating  her,”  he  says. 
“She  was  so  strong.  1  took  it  a  step  further,  I 
tried  on  her  Diamond  Lil  gown.  She  had 
clo.sets  full  of  nightclub  costumes  and  they 
all  fit!”  But  his  other  impersonations  seem 
to  be  suffering.  He  tries  hard  at  Tina 
Turner,  but  the  energy  just  isn’t  there.  His 
Barbra  Streisand  imitation  is  also  very 
weak.  He  does  do  a  great  Judy  Garland  and 
his  Peggy  Lee  is  perfectly  pathetic  and 
weird.  It  was  hard  to  tell  if  the  problem  was 
the  plot,  which  didn’t  leave  too  much  room 
for  the  drag  shows,  or  if  Russell’s  heart,  like 
Robin’s,  is  simply  not  into  drag  anymore.  If 
the  latter  is  true,  it  seems  like  a  shame  to  me. 
Impersonation,  male  or  female,  is  the  ab- 
■soiute  essence  of  theatre,  and  Russell  is 
blessed  with  a  talent  for  bringing  out  all  the 
complex  quirks  of  movement  and  voice  that 
give  true  life  to  his  impersonations.  He  can 
draw  out  not  just  laughs,  but  real  pathos 
too.  Not  important  what  you  wear,  Craig? 
Come  on  fella,  I’d  give  my  right  toe  to  wear 
the  Diamond  Lil  gown. 

A  few  things  DO  work  in  Too 
Outrageous!,  though  I  am  not  sure  they  rate 
the  price  of  admission.  Jimmy  James,  who 
takes  the  role  of  an  ass-licking  waiter  bound 
for  success,  is  more  than  sufficient  in  this 
Miss  Caswell  type  of  part  with  only  a  few 
scenes.  He’s  a  female  impersonator  too,  and 
gives  a  knock  out  rendition  of  Marilyn 
Monroe.  Timothy  Jenkins  is  very  funny  as 
Robin  Turner’s  greatest  fan  turned  guy 
Friday.  So,  see  the  movie  if  you  must  but  I 
advise  you  to  take  a  pitcher  of  martinis  with 
you  and  perhaps  a  baby  grand. 

A  question:  In  Thomas  Tryon’s  recent 
novel.  All  That  Glitters,  a  supposedly  fact- 
based  series  of  novels  about  Hollywood, 
there  is  a  segment  about  Mae  West.  West  is 
referred  to  as  a  character  named  Babe, 
friend  and  employer  of  a  female  imper¬ 
sonator  who,  after  Babe’s  demise,  continues 
doing  live  shows  as  the  star.  He  keeps  the 
world  under  the  illusion  that  she  is  still  alive. 
Is  there  any  truth  to  the  rumor  that  this 
character  was  based  on  Craig  Russell?  After 
witnessing  his  superb  impersonation  it 
seems  clear  he  could  have  pulled  it  off.  Now 
that  would  truly  be  too  outrageous!  If 
anyone  knows,  please  tell  all,  I’m  dying  to 
know.  Craig  Russell  is  so  incredible  as  Mae 
West  that  I  might,  at  this  point,  consent  to 
say  that  Too  Outrageous!  IS  worth  the  price 
of  admi.ssion  just  to  .see  him  do  Mae  for  two 
minutes.  I  said  “might.”  Twist  my  arm  real¬ 
ly  hard.n 
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Steph;  You’ve  been  telling  us  about  some  of 
the  exciting  changes  happening  for  lesbians 
in  Japan  —  could  you  start  by  saying  a  little 
about  the  new  lesbian  liberation  group  that 
has  surfaced? 

Mayumi:  Regumi  Studio  Tokyo,  of  which 
I’m  a  member,  was  publicly  founded  this 
March  by  six  women,  it  had  worked 
underground  for  two  years  before  that.  The 
group  decided  to  be  public  so  it  could  reach 
more  lesbians.  The  studio’s  main  activity 
right  now  is  to  publish  a  monthly  newsletter 
by  and  for  lesbians.  We  also  provide  solid 
information  about  lesbian  lifestyle  to  the 
general  public. 

Steph:  This  is  the  first  group  like  it  in  Japan? 

Mayumi:  There  have  been  other  lesbian 
groups,  but  they  tended  just  to  hold  lesbian 
parties  .so  women  could  look  for  future  part¬ 
ners.  There  were  no  feminist  or  liberation 
points  of  view  in  those  activities. 

Steph:  What  does  the  word  Regumi  stand 
for? 

Mayumi:  Regumi  is  a  word  we  invented.  In 
Japanese  there  are  many  words  for  male 
homo.sexual  —  no  word  for  female  homo¬ 
sexual.  So  usually  we  just  say  the  word  “les¬ 
bian.”  But  it  sounds  so  dirty  —  it  has  been 
smeared  by  pornography  and  psychology. 
“Dyke”  is  also  an  attack.  Before  now,  1  per¬ 
sonally  couldn’t  accept  “lesbian”  pro¬ 
nounced  in  my  presence  —  I  felt  embarras¬ 
sed  and  insulted.  Actually,  1  used  to  prefer 
the  word  “homosexual”  to  “lesbian.” 
Anyway,  because  there  were  no  words  we 
felt  comfortable  using,  we  decided  to  make 
a  new  vocabulary  for  ourselves  —  we  know 
we  can’t  rely  on  other  people  to  make  les¬ 
bian  counter-culture  for  us.  Regumi  is  a 
kind  of  jargon  that  nobody  outside  the 
group  could  guess  the  meaning  of.  “Re” 
stands  for  lesbian  —  it  sounds  like  lesbian  — 
and  “gumi”  means  a  circle  or  classroom.  So 
Regumi  can  be  translated  as  “classroom  for 
lesbians”  or  you  can  just  say  “lesbian 
circle.” 

Steph:  How  many  people  are  in  the  group? 

Mayumi:  We  have  15  members  and  150  in¬ 
dividual  subscriptions  to  our  newsletter  — 
there  are  also  15  group  subscriptions.  Usual¬ 
ly  two  or  three  members  take  care  of  the 
publication.  We  do  it  by  turns  in  our  spare 
time.  — 

Jennie:  How  does  the  group  make  decisions? 

Mayumi:  Our  members  meet  on  a  regular 
basis  —  two  or  three  times  a  month. 
Everything  must  be  discussed  and  there 
must  be  consensus  among  members  to  make 
a  decision.  It  takes  time  but  we  like  to  work 
that  way. 

Steph:  The  first  mass  media  report  on  les¬ 
bianism  came  out  around  the  same  time 
Regumi  went  public  —  how  did  the  publica¬ 
tion  affect  your  group  and  lesbians  in 
general? 

Mayumi:  The  report  was  a  special  issue  of  a 
monthly  magazine  called  Takarajima 
(Treasure  Island).  The  issue  was  planned, 
written  and  edited  by  lesbians,  including  a 
member  of  Regumi.  It  got  several  good  reac¬ 
tions  —  both  from  lesbian  readers  and  from 
the  other  mass  media.  We  even  got  positive 
reviews  in  some  of  the  new'spapers.  Our 
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group  was  listed  in  the  issue  as  a  resource 
and  many  lesbians  who  had  been  closeted 
joined  our  circle.  Our  subscriptions  also  in¬ 
creased. 

In  addition  to  the  special  issue  of  Takara¬ 
jima,  a  television  director  recently  asked 
members  of  Regumi  to  appear  on  a  late 
night  show.  We  discu.s.sed  the  pros  and  cons 
of  showing  ourselves  on  television.  On  the 
one  hand,  there  is  a  great  advantage  because 
TV  can  reach  many  lesbian  .sisters  effective¬ 
ly.  On  the  other  hand,  few  of  us  can  afford 
to  show  our  faces*  to  identify  ourselves  so 
openly  as  lesbians.  We  run  the  risk  of  losing 
our  jobs,  our  family’s  affection  and  our 
neighbors’  acceptance.  So, we  had  a  heated 
discussion  about  that  problem  and  decided 
not  to  go  on  the  show  as  Regumi  Studio 
Tokyo.  One  of  our  members,  the  woman 
who  had  worked  on  the  lesbian  report  in  the 
magazine,  decided  to  go  on  her  own.  She 
could  speak  about  lesbianism  in  Japan  as 
editor  of  the  lesbian  issue  without  endanger¬ 
ing  any  members  of  the  studio.  So  .she  did  it. 

1  didn’t  see  theshow  ^  f  was  here  in  Boston, 
but  she  wrote  me  about  it. 

The  sad  thing  is  she  said  she  was  bitterly 
criticized  by  studio  members  who  were  af¬ 
raid  they  would  be  recognized  as  lesbians  by 
association  with  her.  She  wanted  to  give 
other  lesbians  the  courage  to  come  out  and 
be  proud  of  themselves.  She  felt  if  she  didn’t 
do  the  show  or  only  spoke  without  showing 
her  face,  she  would  give  the  appearance  of 
being  fearful  or  guilty  about  being  a  lesbian. 

Even  though  our  group  is  different  from 
other  lesbian  groups,  there  is  always  that 
tension  between  the  members  who  want  tq^ 
be  more  active  and  those  who  don’t  want 
publicity  outside  our  small  lesbian  ghet  to.  In 
our  small  group  we  can  leel  very  safe  and 
have  fun.  But  the  lesbian  ghetto  is  the  same 
as  the  closet  —  your  world  is  not  going  to  get 
wider.  But  for  the  time  being,  those  of  us 
who  think  like  me  are  inj^he  minority. 


because  they  feel  isolated  or  accused  of  be¬ 
ing  a  lesbian.  They  don’t  know  there  are 
other  people  like  them  so  they  just  commit 
suicide  to  be  free  from  the  society  that  is 
hostile  to  them,  that  didn’t  want  to  unders¬ 
tand  them 

1  know  one  young  girl  who  tried  to  com¬ 
mit  suicide  because  she  was  accused  of  les¬ 
bianism  by  her  own  parents.  She  took  sleep¬ 
ing  pills  and  then  she  called  a  member  of 
Regumi.  That  member  called  the  girl’s 
mother,  saying  that  her  daughter  was  in 
danger.  But  that  mother  was  mad  and 
started  accusing  the  member,  calling  her 
names  and  saying  women  of  Regumi  cor¬ 
rupted  her  daughter.  Anyway,  the  mother 
;  went  to  her  daughter’s  room  and  found  her 
;sleeping  because  of  the  pills. 


|,,Steph:  The  pressure  from  family  and  society 
'seems  to  be  really  tremendous.  How  does 
that  affect  the  kinds  of  relationships  les¬ 
bians  have'  with  each  other? 


Jennie:  Coming  out  has  fts  dangers  for  les¬ 
bians  everywhere.  What  kind  of  dangers  do 
lesbians  in  Japan  face?^%.' ,  a,. 

Mayumi:  First,  we  have  big  problems  with 
our  families.  Many  parents  just  disown  then 
daughters  or  force  them  out  of  their  home. 
Many  lesbians  have  to  leave  their  families 
and  come  to  Tokyo  where  they  can  have 
more  freedom.  In  a  small  town  it  is  almost 
impossible  to  live  as  a  lesbian. 

As  an  example  of  what  can  happen  to  les¬ 
bians,  let  me.Tell  you  about  one  of  our 
members  in  Regumi  —  a  young  student.  She' 
had  a  lesbian  relationship  with  one  of  her 
classmates  and  her  parents  discovered  her. 
They  discouraged  her  from  having  a  rela¬ 
tionship  with  her  friend.  Finally  she  triedto 
give  up  that  relationship,  bu^t  she  felt  so 
broken  and:  eventually  underwent  a  serious 
mental  crisis.  Her  parents  sent  her  to  a  men¬ 
tal  asylum  and  she  is  still  there. 

There  t?  another  example.  One  of  the  staff 
members  of  Regumi  keeps  going  in  and  out 
of  the  mental  hospital  because  she  feels  she 
is  not  accepted  by  her  family.  She  had  been 
married  and  she  had  a  child,  but  she  lost  her 
child  to  her  ex-husband  because  she  is  a  les-. 
bian. 


Mayumi:  In  Japan  —  especially  —  women  are 
supposed  to  be  very  non-sexual  —  par¬ 
ticularly  before  getting  married.  So, 
ironically,  young  women  are  allowed  to  be  very 
close  to  each  other.  We  can  hold  hands, 
walk  very  close  to  each  other  in  the  street, 
even  sleep  in  the  same  bed.  But  we  often 
don’t  really  suspect  there  could  be  anythmg 
more  than  just  closeness.  I  was  in  a  girls’ 
boarding  school  and  in  the  dormitory  many 
young  students  would  sleep  in  their  friend’s 
room.  They  would  stay  there  for  the  night 
—  in  a  small  bed  —  together,  but  think 
,  nothing  of  it.  We  are  not  told  to  be  active 
’"sexually  or  emotionally.  So,  as  adult 
women,  many  lesbians  can  be  very  discreet 
Can  be  very  shy  about  explicit  sexual 
relationships. 

For  myself,  1  have  been  with  a  close  friend 
for  ten  years.  We  see  each  other  quite 
regularly  —  she  comes  to  my  house  almost 
every  weekend.  We  show  some  affection, 
some  physical  signs,  but  we  never  go  over 
the  certain  line.  We  have  never  made  love  in 
s'^ah  explicit  way.  1  have  been  afraid  to 
frii^ten  her  and  1  can’t  really  expect  her  to 
love  me  as  a  lover.  1  dare  not  affect  her 
future  because  she’s  younger  than  me  — 
she’a  at  a  marriageable  age.  In  Japan  the 
pressure  into  marriage  is  so  strong  that  you 
can’t  really  resist  it.  Also,  she  doesn’t  have  a 
profession  so  she  feels  she  needs  financial 
support.  Economically  speaking,  single 
women-have  difficulty  earning  their  own  liv- 
^  ing.  Maay  lesbians  feel  obliged  to  get  mar- 
ried. 

Most  of  the  members  of  Regumi  are  in  the 
teaching  professions  or  are  in  self-styled 
small  businesses  —  like  carpenters  or 
■  translators.  So  they  can  have  a  little  more 
freedom  than  many  other  people  who  are 
working  in  offices.  In  many  offices  you 
can’t  afford  to  come  out.  If  you  come  out, 
you  are  sure  to  get  fired.  Of  course,  there  is 
also  a  big  problem  for  those  who  teach. 
School  authorities  don ’t  want  their  teachers 
to  be  homosexual.  1  am  a  teacher  and  I  am 
not  going  to  corae.^dt  to  the  authorities 
becau.se  they  would  be  very  nasty. 


Steph:  You  mentioned  something  when  we 
were  talking  before  this  interview  about 
suicides  of  lesbians.... 


Mayumi:  Japan  has  quite  a  high  suicide  rate 
—  mostly' among  young  people.  There  are 
many  young  women  who  commit  suicide 
alone  '  leether  with  another  woman 


friends  in  later  life.  But  I  got  baptized  over 
ten  years  ago  at  the  age  of  20  and  I’m 
Catholic  now.  That  religious  background 
was  very  strong  for  me.  So  I  felt  I  couldn’t 
have  my  sexual  preference  satisfied  and 
since  1  didn’t  feel  any  physical  attraction  to 
any  man  I  decided  to  stay  sexually  non¬ 
active.  Also,  I  wanted  to  be  a  scholar  and  I 
saw  that  any  emotional  involvement  would 
take  too  much  energy.  I  chose  a  kind  of 
celibacy.  Now,  I  can  say  that  1  regret  very 
much  that  decision.  And  sometimes  I  feel 
very  lonely  even  though  I  have  that  close 
friend  who  comes  to  my  house. 

But  actually  it  was  just  last  November 
that  I  admitted  to  myself  that  I  am  a  lesbian. 
Even  though  I  had  always  had  this  attrac¬ 
tion  to  women,  I  never  knew  any  other  les¬ 
bians  before  coming  to  Regumi  and  what 
made  me  come  to  the  group  was  a  chance  en¬ 
counter  last  spring  with  the  special  lesbian 
issue  of  Takarajima. 

What  happened  last  November  was  that  I 
met  a  German  feminist  who  was  in  Japan  to 
give  a  conference  on  modern  history.  I  felt 
very  attracted  to  her.  I  fell  in  love  with  her 
instantly.  At  that  same  time,  1  met  a  man 
who  was  also  invited  to  the  conference.  We 
became  good  friends,  but  I  realized  my  feel¬ 
ing  for  him  and  my  feeling  for  her  were 
totally  different.  I  couldn’t  fool  myself 
anymore.  I  started  wondering  about  my 
emotional  and  sexual  preference  and  in  time 
I  came  to  an  understanding  that  I  was  a  les¬ 
bian  even  though  I  didn’t  have  any  special 
lesbian  relationship.  I  know  some  young 
students  who  have  never  had  any  sexual 
relationships  and  still  they  declare  they  are 
lesbians.  I  don’t  think  lesbianism  is  a  matter 
of  sexual  relationships,  but  a  matter  of  con- 
ciousness  or  self-acceptance. 


Steph:  Would  you  say  a  little  more  about 
your  Catholicism?  How  did  you  decide  to 
choose  it  and  were  you  brought  up  with  a 
religion? 


Jennie:  We  haven’t  talked  about  your  per¬ 
sonal  experience;.®/  coming  to  identify  as  a 
lesbian  —  given  the  socialization  of 
Japane.se  women,  how  does  someone  like 
you  come  to  an  understanding  of  your  at¬ 
traction  to  women? 


Mayumi:  I  was  brought  up  in  a  family  that  is 
traditionally  Buddhist,  but  they  don’t  do 
anything  special  —  they  are  just  agnostic 
and  very  conservative.  They  were  very 
unhappy  to  see  me  choose  Catholicism, 
thinking  1  was  going  to  leave  them  or  I  was 
going  to  be  where  they  couldn’t  reach  me 
anymore.  My  parents  are  very  possessive 
and  I  had  to  run  away  from  home  to  be  on 
my  own.  Well,  I  didn’t  run  away  (laughs);  1 
went  to  Tokyo  to  go  to  the  university.  I 
chose  the  city  of  Tokyo  to  get  away  from  my 
parents.  We  lived  in  a  small  town. 

1  think  the  reason  I  chose  to  be  a  Catholic 
had  something  to  dp  with  my  latent  les¬ 
bianism.  Even  before  becoming  Catholic  I 
felt  that  I  was  somehow  wrong,  I  was  not 
like  everybody.  Maybe  1  felt  a  kind  of  guilt 
from  my  ill-adaptation  to  society.  So  when  I 
heard  that  Christ  came  to  the  world  to  save 
the  guilty  people,  1  felt  that  1  was  one  of 
them  (laughs).  I  felt  I  had  to  be  saved  or  1 
had  to  be  purified  from  whatever  sin  1  had 
committed  without  knowing.  Also,  Chris¬ 
tianity  seemed  to  preach  transcendence  of 
the  body,  that  the  body  is  the  nest  of  all 
evils.  At  that  time  1  was  trying  so  hard  to  be’ 
free  from  my  body  so  1  felt  very  at  home 
with  Christian  teaching. 


Jennie:  Do  you  find  any  conflict  now  with  the 
Christian  education  you  had  and  your  les¬ 
bianism  and  feminist  politics? 


Mayumi:  Well,  my  ca.se  is  rather  special.  1 
have  always  felt  that  I  was  .strongly  attracted 
to  my  girlfriends  at  school  and  to  my  women 


Mayumi:  I  want  to  be  Catholic  audio  be  les¬ 
bian,  but  1  don’t  know  how.  1  don’t  know  if 
it’s  possible  or  not.  1  used  to  feel  so  strong. 


t 

^  Japanese  lesbian  activist  Mayumi  Tomihara, 

visiting  the  U.S.  Just  before  the  March  on  Washington, 
talked  with  GCN  about  the  nascent  lesbian  liberation 
movement  in  her  country.  She  describes  severe  social, 
iiomic  and  familial  obstacles  to  lesbian  relationships,  her 
|i  coming  out  a  year  ago,  and  recent  efforts  to  build  ties 

with  gay  men  and  feminists. 


By  Stephanie  Poggi  and  Jennie  McKnight 


being  celibate  and  transcendent.  But  maybe 
that  is  changing  somehow. 

Jennie:  Could  you  talk  a  little  bit  about  the 
situation  for  gay  men  in  Japan?  And  is  there 
very  much  cooperation  between  lesbians 
who  are  out  and  politically  active  and  gay 
men  who  are  out  and  politically  active?  How 
do  the  groups  interact  or  not  interact? 

Mayumi;  In  comparison  to  lesbians,  gay  men 
have  many  options.  They  have  many  more 
places  to  go,  and  also  the  financial  state  for 
most  men  is  better  than  for  most  women  so 
they  can  afford  to  go  to  the  bars,  to  hotels, 
to  restaurants,  to  dancing  parties.  They  tend 
to  find  more  partners  than  lesbians  do.  They 
tend  to  enjoy  more  chance  meetings.  So  un¬ 
til  recently  we  were  not  interested  in  meeting 
or  cooperating  with  gay  men’s  society  or 
organizations.  But  a  short  time  ago  we  met 
with  representatives  of  a  gay  organization 
founded  by  young  men  under  25.  These  men 
are  politically  very  active  and  conscious 
about  gay  liberation  —  rather  than  just  in¬ 
terested  in  gathering  and  having  fun.  So  we 
liked  the  representatives  a  lot  and  we  began 
a  cooperation  between  Regumi  and  their 
organization.  I  can  say  that  cooperation 
with  gay  men  has  just  started.  However,  1 
don’t  think  most  gay  circles  are  willing  to 
cooperate  with  any  lesbian  organization.  1 
think  they  feel  they  don’t  need  to  because 
people  are  more  tolerant  of  gay  men  than 
lesbians. 

In  Japan  there  has  been  a  strong  tradition 
of  male  homosexuality  especially  during  the 
Middle  Age  and  Edo  period.  Many  monks 
and  feudal  lords  used  to  have  boy  lovers. 
They  were  accepted  as  a  matter  of  fact.  At 
our  universities  today  there  are  some  well- 
known  homosexual  professors  —  nothing 
happens  to  them.  People  know  they  are 
homosexual  but  they  don’t  dare  to  speak 
against  them  because  they  are  already 
established. 

Jennie:  So  what  is  so  threatening  about  les¬ 
bians? 

Mayumi:  Part  of  it  is  that  society  considers 
lesbianism  a  kind  of  unwanted  import  from 
the  Western  world  (laughs).  They  imagine 
that  before  Western  culture  was  imported  to 
Japan  there  was  no  lesbianism  in  Japan 
(laughs).  Many  people  also  feel  lesbianism  is 
contaminating  the  Japanese  family.  It  defies 
male  supremacy,  and  the  idea  that  women 
need  men  or  should  be  dependent  on  men 
for  financial,  sexual  and  emotional  needs. 
.That’s  why  lesbianism  is  now  considered 
very  dangerous  to  society. 

Jennie:  Is  there  an  alliance  between  straight 
feminists  and  lesbians  in  Japan? 

Mayumi:  Recently  there  was  a  big  gathering 
of  feminist  groups  and  .several  famous 
feminists  were  invited  to  talk.  We  had  been 
waiting  a  long  lime  for  them  to  speak  out  for 
lesbians,  to  take  lesbian  issues  seriously.  But 
at  that  meeting  no  lesbian  issue  was  ever 
discussed,  even  mentioned.  Toward  the  end 
of  the  meeting  one  of  our  members  stood  up 
and  asked  the  feminists  what  they  thought 
about  lesbian  issues.  They  simply  answered 
that  those  issues  were  not  their  problems 
and  they  didn’t  think  the  lesbian  issue  could 
be  a  main  topic  for  feminism  in  Japan.  In  a 
way  they  seemed  afraid  of  discussing  les¬ 
bianism.  Perhaps  they  think  it  would  be 
dangerous  for  their  own  movement  because 
taking  on  lesbian  issues  could  also  attract 
animosity  from  the  mass  media  or  from  the 


male-dominated  society.  So  they  just  prefer 
to  ally  with  the  liberal  male  activists  rather 
than  lesbian  feminists. 

Steph:  What  are  the  primary  goals  of 
feminists  right  now? 

Mayumi:  Many  feminists  are  working  for 
equal  wages,  for  comparable  worth.  We  les¬ 
bians  can  be  good  allies  in  this  because  we 
need  to  be  on  our  own  and  we  need  to  be 
well-paid  —  much  more  than  heterosexual 
women.  Heterosexual  women  always  have 
the  possibility  of  getting  married,  being  sup¬ 
ported.  Some  feminists  are  also  working  for 
birth  control  and  abortion  rights.  The 
government  is  trying  to  change  the  abortion 
law  to  eliminate  the  possiblity  of  getting  an 
abortion  for  economic  or  health  problems. 
This  is  because  the  government  wants 
women  to  have  more  children  at  this  point  in 
time.  If  they  succeed  in  eliminating  the 
financial  condition,  many  women  would 
have  problems  getting  abortions. 

Steph:  In  this  country  many  lesbians  and  g^ 
men  have  tried  to  ally  themselves  with  other 
movements,  like  those  dealing  with  Central 
America  issues,  racism,  anti-nuclear,  etc. 
Do  lesbians  and  gay  men  work  with  any 
other  movements  in  Japan? 

Mayumi:  Gay  men  are  usually  quite  isolated 
and  they  don’t  associate  with  other 
movements.  Lesbians  tend  to  be  more 
politically  active.  We  are  active  in  the 
feminist  movement,  even  though  there  is 
always  tension  there.  And  we  are  active  in 
the  anti-nuclear  and  ecological  movements. 
But  we  can’t  always  be  out  in  these 
movements  —  we  have  to  be  very  careful 
about  when  to  come  out. 

Steph:  Has  Regumi  made  any  contact  with 
Asian  lesbians  outside  of  Japan? 

Mayumi:  We  have  just  realized  that  we  need 
connections  with  other  lesbian  organiza¬ 
tions.  And  while  I  have  been  in  the  U.S.  I 
have  written  letters  to  Asian  lesbian  groups 
here.  Regumi  wants  eventually  to  have  inter¬ 
national  contacts. 

Steph:  Does  the  group  have  any  other  plans 
for  the  future? 

Mayumi:  We  hope  to  create  a  lesbian  counter¬ 
culture  for  Japanese  lesbians.  We  have  very 
little  gay  and  lesbian  literature.  We  have  no 
lesbian  singers  and  no  lesbian  love  songs. 
We  want  to  create  that  kind  of  new  lesbian 
counter'-culture.  It’s  not  enough  to  be  there 
and  feel  comfortable  with  each  other  —  that 
can  be  a  first  step.  But  we  need  a  future.  It  is 
up  to  us  to  create  a  solid  political,  social, 
cultural  background  for  those  who  are  com¬ 
ing. 
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Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 
Call  us: 


739-7832 

321  Columbus  Ave. 
5th  Floor,  Boston 
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SUSAN  GREENWOOD 

GROUP  FORMING 
FOR  LESBIAN 
CO-DEPENDENTS 

This  is  a  therapy  group  for  lesbians 
in  relationships  with  lovers  or 
family  members  who  abuse  alcohol 
and/or  drugs. 

This  12-week  group  will  explore 
issues  of  co-dependency,  intimacy 
and  self-esteem. 

Wednesdays  7-8:30pm 
Individual  therapy  for  lesbians 
also  available 

QUINCY  CENTER 
1  block  from  Red  Line 
Call  Susan  Greenwood,  LICSW 
871-4987 
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BACK  BAY  BQDKSMITH 

Boston’s  only  complete  bookstore. 

Boston’s  finest  selection  of 
current  and  backlist  titles,  fine 
and  rare  antiquarian  books, 
remainders,  out-of-print  books. 

753  Boylston  •  536-4433 


JEAN  A. 
McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 
40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 
484-8383 


COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 


Talk  Privately 

with  the  friend  YOU  choose 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgeriy  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

843  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
6I7-49M4I0 

ALCOHOUORUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITINGfTAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston.  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston.  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle, 
South  Africa,  Central  America. 
Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC  \ 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville.  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1 122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8S84 
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1  AMONG  FRIENDS 

[■  KUNEVICH  &  LAU  1 

■  ■■  INSURANCE  AGENCY  ■ 

241  Washington  ■ 

Brookline.  MA  02146  ■ 

1  1-550-9000 

DR.  jONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 

DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No.3 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston.  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE,  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

522-9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

)ill  Richard,  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  8. 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

186'/!  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St..  Suite  231 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  Inc, 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 


DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
State  Licensed 

Beacon  Hill,  Boston.  MA  02114 

523-3772 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston.  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq..  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th..  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston.  MA  02115 

267- 7573 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon,  HIV 
counseling  &  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L,  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02105 
1-800-352-3185 


731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 

Lawrence, MA  01840 
683-7676 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish.  Japanese,  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000,  X  298 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY.  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph.  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNINGfREPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  W9 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 

524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


Man  To  Man  Group 
and  Private  Conversations 
No  extra  charge  for  private  lines. 

200  1st  min.  $1.10  each  add'l.  9  mins,  only  $1.00. 


TEN  E>EI/CENT 


WORDS  AND^  MUSIC  BY 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 

After  two  successful  seasons  in  Province- 
town,  Tom  Wilson  Weinberg's  musical 
celebration  of  lesbian  and  gay  love,  life  and 
culture  has  finally  come  to  Boston.  Ten  Percent 
Revue  is  opening  the  all-new  Club  Cabaret, 
at  the  Club  Cafe. 

Opening  night  is  November  19th  and  the 
show  runs  for  three  weeks  thru  December 
6th.  Performances  are  Tuesday  thru  Sunday, 
except  for  November  22nd  and  December  Ist. 
All  performances  are  at  7:30  pm,  including  a 
special  Thanksgiving  Day  performance. 

For  show  information  and  to  make 
reservations  call  536-0972.  Or  stop  by  the 
Box  Office. 
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209  Columbus  Avenue,  at  Berkeley  St. 
Boston,  MA  02117 
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send  SUNSHINE 
and  VITAMINS 


Florida  Citrus  Groves 

P.  O.  Box  6641 
Titusville.  FL  3278J-66<H 


1-800-327-6734 
(305)  268-3089 


QUANTITY 

ALL  ORANGES 
PACK  NO. 

ALL  GRAPEFRUIT 
PACK  NO. 

ORANGES  &  GRAPEFRT. 
PACK  NO. 

PRICES 

10-12  lbs. 

1  -N 

1  -G 

1  -NG 

$17.95 

20  -  22  lbs. 

2-N 

2-G 

2-NG 

$23.95 
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GIFT  MESSAGE  TO  READ ; . 


Presented  by  Triangle  Theater  Company 
A  play  by  Larry  Kramer,  Directed  by  Steven  O’Donnell 

November  19,20,21,27,28  and  December  3,4,5,10,11,12 

Paramount  Penthouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  Street,  Boston 
Curtain  8;00  p.m.  For  tickets  and 
information  call  426-3550 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph.D. 


13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 

Phone 

266-2069 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  0221.5 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
Individual,  Couple 
and  Group 
Counseling 


Call  247-4861 
ext.  58 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance 
Accepted 


520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D. 

272  Huntington  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Avc  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


CnrELLOW  RAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations,  -AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mall  order,  media,  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. .  .(area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50;  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women’s  section. 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas,  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida,  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma,  Puerto 
Rico,  Tennessee,  Texas.  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W.  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Rex  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY.  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential.  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope.  Please 
contact  us  tor  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


'■  '  ' 


If  You’re  Involved 
With  Two  People 

not  sure  who  you  really  love 
. .  .afraid  of  getting  caught. . . 
knowing  you  broke  your 
commitment. .  .feeling  torn 
in  two. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


Change 

Continued  from  page  I 

The  decision  handed  down  in  late 
November  by  the  District  of  Columbia 
Court  of  Appeals  (see  story,  page  1)  means 
that  LAGA  can  stop  paying  $10-15  every 
few  months  to  replace  its  signs  (the  group 
has  had  four  signs  stolen  in  the  last  few 
years).  And  it  means  that  LAGA  and  its 
sister  group  on  Georgetown's  main  campus, 
Gay  People  of  Georgetown  University 
(GPGU),  must  be  granted  “equal  access”  to 
the  rest  of  the  “tangible  benefits”  provided 
by  the  school  to  other  student  groups,  in¬ 
cluding  mailing  privileges  and  copying  ser¬ 
vices. 

David  Turner,  co-chairperson  of  LAGA, 
predicts  the  university  will  grant  funding  to 
the  student  groups.  “If  they’re  going  to  be 
ugly  about  it,  they’ll  say  ‘Wait  till  next 
year.’  If  they’re  going  to  be  nice,  they’ll 
throw  money  at  us.” 

But  whether  the  decision  will  lead  to  any 
fundamental  change  in  the  attitude  toward 
lesbians  and  gay  men  exhibited  by  the 
students,  faculty  and  staff  of  the  university 
remains  to  be  seen. 

The  decision  indicates  that  the  court 
didn’t  buy  Georgetown’s  argument  that  it 
discriminated  against  the  student  groups 
because  it  objected  to  “purposes  and  ac¬ 
tivities  inconsistent  with  Roman  Catholic 
dogma.”  The  court  noted  that  on  several 
occasions,  the  university  had  stated  that  it 
objected  to  “the  full  range  of  issues”  which, 
“by  definition,  are  associated  with  a  gay 
organization.” 

“At  no  time,”  the  court  pointed  out, 
“has  Georgetown  defined  what  it  meant  by 
‘the  full  range  of  issues’  associated  with  the 
gay  student  groups. ...By  objecting  to  the 
student  groups’  assumed  connection,  ‘by 
definition,’  to  a  ‘full  range  of  issues’ 
associated  with  the  ‘gay  movement,’  rather 
than  to  specific  ‘purposes  and  activities’  in¬ 
consistent  with  its  Roman  Catholic  tradi¬ 
tion,  Georgetown  engaged  in  a  kind  of 
stereotyping  unrelated  to  individual  merit 
that  is  forbidden  by  the  Human  Rights  Act. 
In  short,  the  record  reveals  no  genuine 
doubt  that  Georgetown’s  asserted  non- 
discriminatory  basis  for  its  actions  was  in 
fact  tainted  by  preconceptions  about  gay 
persons.” 

As  strong  as  this  language  is,  though,  at¬ 
torneys  for  and  members  of  the  student 
groups  believe  the  decision  glosses  over  or 
ignores  many  of  the  inconsistent,  or  even  in¬ 
sulting,  positions  the  university  has  taken. 

For  instance,  Georgetown  insists  that  it 
has  refused  to  grant  “University  Recogni¬ 
tion”  to  GPGU  and  to  LAGA’s  predecessor 
organization,  the  Gay  Rights  Coalition  of 
Georgetown  University  Law  Center  (GRC), 
because  Roman  Catholic  doctrine  considers 
homosexuality  a  sin. 

However,  Georgetown  has  granted  of¬ 
ficial  recognition  to  feminist  women’s 
organizations  on  both  the  main  campus  and 
at  the  law  school,  despite  the  fact  that  both 
groups  have,  on  occasion,  disseminated  in¬ 
formation  supporting  a  woman’s  right  to 
choose  abortion. 

The  university  has  also  granted  official 
status  to  Jewish  student  groups,  even 
though  Judaism  disagrees  with  the  central 
tenet  of  Roman  Catholic  faith,  the  divinity 
of  Jesus  Christ.  In  fact,  the  only  student 
organizations  that  the  university  has  refused 
to  recognize  have  been  the  lesbian  and  gay 
student  groups. 

Attorney  Ron  Bogard  calls  the 
university’s  justification  for  these  distinctions 
“hocus-pocus.”  “Bolts  aren’t  coming  out 
of  heaven  striking  (the  administrators] 
down  because  [they]  haven’t  run  these  other 
groups  off  campus,”  he  told  GCN. 

So  why  the  distinction  between  the  lesbian 
and  gay  groups  and  the  other  groups,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  women’s  groups?  “Because  the 
women’s  groups  are  stronger  in  society  than 
gay  people,”  says  Bogard,  “and  if  you  kick 
them  [the  women’s  groups]  off  campus, 
you’ll  get  a  real  rebellion.” 

Turner  said  he  hopes  the  decision  will  help 
eliminate  homophobic  attitudes  at  both  the 
law  school  and  on  the  main  campus.  He 
described  a  column  published  by  the  main 
campus  newspaper,  the  Hoya,  titled 
“Thank  God  the  Gay  Dance  Died,”  ap¬ 
plauding  the  dean’s  decision  to  cancel  a 
scheduled  gay  and  lesbian  dance  on  campus. 
“This  article  was  written  by  a  member  of  the 
Young  Americans  for  Freedom,  and  it  said 
that  if  the  dean  had  saved  the  life  of  one  un¬ 
wary  Georgetown  student  who  might  have 
wandered  into  the  dance  and  contracted 
AIDS,  the  cancellation  would  have  been 
worth  it.”n 
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njC 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

lor  all  your  needs  . 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 

Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 

Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 

REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 

J  &  S  Automotive 

BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston’s  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and' 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job.’’ 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,’’  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 

♦INDIVIDUAL 

VIDA  K.  BERKOWITZ 

QROUP/COUPLE 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

-  •GAY/SENSrriVB 

In  Practice  Since  1975 

’  TrtERAPY 

General  Practice 

‘Family  Law 

‘Real  Estate  Transfers 

ALLAN  SINGER, 

‘Consumer/Small  Business 

L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 

Emolovment 

‘Discrimination 

‘Unemployment 

‘Worker’s  Comp 

COPLBY  SQUARE 

52  Western  Avenue 

BOSTON,  MA 

Cambridge,  MA  02130 

617-266-2240 

(617)  876-7099 

HLALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 

_ o  Si# _ 

61 7-776.-5866  Somerville,  Mass. 

Lynne  S.  Brandon,  Ph.D. 

FINANCIAL 

MANAGEMENT 

Long-range  Planning,  State  Contracting, 

Budgeting,  Staff  Training  &  Supervision, 

Conversion  to  Computerized  Systems 

•  Non-Profit  •  Small  •  Sole 

Agencies  Businesses  Proprietors 


Rev.  Bob  Wheatly,  M.Div., 

Minister  to  the  Boston  Lesbian,  Gay  and  Bisexual 
Community  and  its  Families 

Announces  His  Professional  Availability  as 
counselor  —  advisor  —  confidant 

Harvard  Square,  Cambridge  02138 
1430  Mass.  Ave.  —  Room  301 
617-868-2320 

Non-Sectarian  —  Values  Centered 


Quality 

printing 


(617)  524-6822 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker- 
^  ,  controlled  collective  and  a  union 

shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
J  printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Ccdl  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524-6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 

94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN.  MA  02130 


a 

change 


Handling 
the  Holidays 

for  parents  of  gays  and 
lesbians  and  for  gays 
and  lesbians 

Groups  for 
Support  &  Sharing 

•  plan  ahead  for  family 
visits 

•  move  past  “survival’.’ 
to  better  relationships 

•  new  ideas,  new  moves 

Holiday  Workshops 
Saturdays  11/14, 12/5,  &.  12/12 

Mondays,  PM,  11/30, 12/7, 12/14 
Jean  Chapin  Smith,  LICSW 

straight  parent  of  gay  children 

(617)  876-2113 


HELPFUL  HEALTHCARE 

FENWAY 
^  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

•  .Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  • 

*  HIV  Education  &  Testing  Pr^ram  • 

♦  General  .Medicine  •"  Wonfien's  Health  • 

•  Alternative  insemination  e'.Meofal  Health  • 

•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Vfetint  jteedvery  Program  • 

•  Nutrition  *  Dermatology  •  Geriatrics  • 

•  Podiatry  • 

by  appointment 

267-7573 

HIV  267-0159 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 

15  YEARS  SERVING 
THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  CQMMUNITY 

•  quality  care  •  research  •  health  education  • 

•  conridvntial  • 


A  TRUE  Story 


USA  CINEMAS 

NICKELODEON 

606  Comm.  Ave 
424  IS00 


1:00-3:00-5:00 
7:39-9:30 
FRI/SAT  12:00  MID. 


USA  CINEMAS 

HARVARD  SQ. 

10  Church  Street 

ae^tsao 


12:05-2:15-4:30 
7:30-10:00 
FRI/SAT  12:00  MID. 


^;0L•^■Dm^CK  ON  VIRGIN  Rf  CORDS  .\.M0l!CV  If  s.  CVSSLTTES  6  CDs 
read  the  PERENMU  UMIVRY  BOOK 


A  UNIVERSAL'NORTHEnN 
DISTRIBUTION  PARTNERS  RELEASE 
-  COI>*FM»tT  lOOFUMtVENSAl.  ClTVSruOtOS  me 
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ATTEIMTIOIM 

STUDY 

PARTICIPANTS 


The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 

has  been  involveid  since  1 985  in  a  research 
project  in  conjunction  with  the  New  England 
Deaconess  Hospital  to  study  gay  and 
bisexual  men  who  are  healthy,  have  ARC,  or 
have  AIDS,  and  their  sexual  partners.  Since 
April,  1 987  all  participants  have  been  seen 
at  the  Fenway  for  this  study.  If  you  were 
seen  at  the  Deaconess  [Harris  Hall]  or  here 
and  have  not  been  contacted  by  us  for  a 
.  follow-up  visit,  please  call  us.  We  are  very 
interested  in  your  continued  participation. 

Please  call  Daniel  Reid  at  267-0849  to 
arrange  for  an  appointment  or  if  you  have 
questions  about  this. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 


PERSONALS 

FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 

DIAL  1-550-9036 

Group  and  Private 
Conversation, 
Community  Interest 
Programming 
.  Exciusively 
for  Women 
AMONG  FRIENDS 
FOR  WOMEN  ONLY 
1-550-9036 

.20  Istmln./.lOea.min. 
i9venlngs  8pm- 1 1pra 


27  yr.  gay  male  nurse  yale  likes  to  write  to  AIDS  patients 
and  all  prisoners,  inspiritional  wisdom  and  common 
sense  on  any  topic.  Lonliness  and  despair-small  time 
stuff.  I’m  not  made  of  candy,  not  at  all  bu.sy,  plenty  of 
time  to  think  and  write  back.  Replies  quick-just  pen 
pals,  no  actual  nursing  care.  Am  cheerful,  happy,  not 
cold  like  doctor.  Joseph  Sampiere  Jr.  207  Seymour  Ave, 
Derby,  Conn,  06418. _ (24) 

Gay  guy,  35,  wishes  to  meet  men  in  Boston  area,  aged 
35-45.  I  live  in  a  feminine  role  (as  a  woman)  and  am 
looking  for  a  serious  relationship  with  the  right  man. 
Write:  K.V.  Bacon/P. O.  Box  635/Laconia,  New  Hamp- 
shire/03247.  Phone:  (603)528-5388. _ ^) 

LF,  32,  loking  for  a  social,  attractive,  younger  woman 
(31  or  less).  Someone  who  mixes  well  in  a  diverse  crowd. 
Someone  with  poise.  Someone  understanding  and  sen¬ 
sitive,  who  wants  same.  Plea.se  respond  only  if  all  above 
applies.  Box  264. _ (21) 

GWF  30,  very  attractive,  professional,  sophisticated, 
unptretentious,  kind,  sincere  looking  for  same  for 
friendship,  possible  intimacy,  discretion  guaranteed. 
Post  Office  Box  5715,  Marlboro,  MA  01752. _ (23) 

OLDER  WOMEN  ONLY 

GWF  29,  5’l”,  energetic,  attractive  and  atheletic  seeks 
women  30-38  for  friendship  and  po.ssible  relationship. 
Must  be  attractive,  non  smoker,  light  drinker,  no  drugs, 
have  a  sense  of  humor,  like  animals  and  the  outdoors. 
Box  263. _ (21) 

BODIES  BY  GOD 

Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  Work  in  any  city.)  Call 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  llam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60-f  /hr.) _ (47) 

FREE  Phone  Sex  For  Gay  Men 
Philadelphia  (215)  471-0463 
Los  Angeles  (213)  617-8203 
Chicago  (312)  641-6704 
Minneapolis  (612)  375-1280 

Miami  (305)  937-5679 _ (24) 

PROTECT  YOUR  INHERITANCE 

Write  Your  Own  Will.  Complete  Will  Form  Package- 
two  Will  Forms  with  “Will  Logic”  plus  two  LIVING 
WILLS  (leave  instructions  for  your  last  illness).  Fina.st 
quality  in  a  storage  envelope.  $10.50  postpaid,  mailed 
the  same  day.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  IPC,  Dept.  B-5; 
P.O.  Box  71’  Titusville,  PA  16354-007. _ ^) 

BE  P.  C. 

DO  YOU  HAVE  A  PC  TO  DONATE! 

GCN  is  looking  for  a  few  good  IBM  compatible  com¬ 
puters;  PC,  XT,  or  AT,  floppies  or  hard  disk,  new  or 
used-we’re  not  too  fussy.  GCN  is  non-profit;  donations 
are  tax-deductible.  Call  Steve  Dyer  at  253-0127  (w)  or 
Nancy  Wechsler  at  623-5 1 10  (w)  or  776-9252  (h).  (23) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WOMEN'S  CRAFT  MARKET 

7th  Annual  Holiday  Season  at  186  Hampshire  St,  Cam¬ 
bridge.  First  3  weekends  in  Dec,  Sat.  Ilam-5pm,  Sun. 
I2N-5pm.  Dec  21st,  22,  23,  1  lam-5pm.  Dec  24th,  1 1am- 
3pm. _ ^ _ (22) 

WOMAN-IDENTIFIED  JEWELRY 

Designs  in  sterling  &  14k,  amethyst  &  moon.stone.  3pp 
color  catalog  $1.  Lizzie  Brown,  PO  Box  389-G,  Brim- 
field,  MA  01010. _ (22) 


for  sale 


Taxidermy  Trophies  Bought  Sold.  Exotic  rugs, 
mounts.  Ivory,  bear,  zebra,  lioD,  mouse,  buffalo  tusks, 
fish,  birds,  etc.,  746-8552.  _ ^) 


TEN  PERCENT 


EE 


WORDS  AND  ’  MUSir  BY 


EE 


TOM  WILSON  WEINBERG 

Available  on  Cassette 


A 

Perfect 
Holiday  Gift 


AO  QC  (include* fan 

O  .  aqd^iostaoe) 


Aboveground 

PO  Box  497 
Boston  MA  02112 


POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN’s  PraitioHoino  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks  gainful 
employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include  yyecial events 
prodiuiion  and  direct  inuil  (prim)  production.  Full  or 
part -lime,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  offers  welcome! 
No  heavv  physical  work,  please. ..the  spirit  is  willing,  but 
the  llesh  isn’t  up  to  it.  Call  426-4469  M-T,  10-2  or 
32I  -4254  evenings,  ask  lor  Catherine. _ 00) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HELP  WANTED 


ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 

Full  lime.  Computer  experience  required.  Feminist  able 
to  work  autonomously.  General  administrative  duties. 
Send  resume  to:  HAWC,  9  Crombie  Street,  Salem,  MA 
01970.  744-8552.  (Help  for  Abused  Women  and  their 
Children).  Apply  by  Dec.  30. _ (2 1) 

PERSONAL  CARE  FOR  INTERESTING. 
DISABLED  LESBIAN 

I  am  very  political,  I  write.  I’m  a  therapist,  artist  and 
very  disabled.  I  need  .someone  Friday  8:30  am  through 
Monday  8:30  am  (72  hours)  to  bathe,  dress,  lift,  feed, 
drive  and  help  me  do  my  thing.  $270.00  per  weekend. 
Work  every  weekend  or  alternate  weekends.  Call  Connie 
at  524-0921.  Non-smoker  preferred. _ (**) 


STAFFING 

CO-ORDINATORS 

Leading  temporary  nursing  placement 
service  has  one  full  time  and  2  part 
time  positions  available  in  it’s  Gov’t. 
Center  office.  All  positions  are  on  the 
evening  shift  and  include  every  other 
week-end.  Responsibilities  include  tak¬ 
ing  hospital  client  phone  orders  and 
filling  these  orders  with  qualified  nurs¬ 
ing  personnel.  The  ideal  candidates 
will  have  a  pleasant  phone  manner,  be 
detail-oriented  and  be  able  to  work 
under  pressure.  Excellent  salary  and 
unlimited  incentive  bonus  potential. 
Previous  related  experience  preferred. 
Please  contact  Steve  Kacouros  at 
523-3190  to  arrange  an  interview. 

STAFF  BUILDERS 
HEALTH  CARE  SERVICES 
18  TREMONT  STREET  BOSTON 


Home 
Health 
Aides 

Build  a  rewarding 
career  right  in  your 
own  neighborhood 


New  England's  leader  in  home 
health  care  is  offering  full  and  part 
time  positions  for  both  certified 
and  non-certified  home  heaith 
aides,  if  you  are  not  certified,  you 
can  participate  in  a  2  week  paid 
training  program.  Arrange  your 
own  schedule,  feel  good  about 
yourself  and  serve  your  local  com¬ 
munity. 

•  Earn  top  doiiar 

•  Create  your  own  schedule  full 
and  part  time  opportunities 

•  Paid  training 

•  Bonus  referral 

Walk  in  interviews  will  be  held: 

Monday-Friday,  8am-3pm,  at  100 
Boylston  Street,  8th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA. 

For  further  information,  call  Jim 
McCarthy,  RN,  at  426-5555,  ext. 
354. 


An  equal  opportunity  employer. 


'\^lsidiig  Niirse  Association  of  Boston 


COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  COORDINATOR 

Community  Health  Coordinator  responsible 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Health  and  Hospitals, 
City  of  Cambridge. 

The  primary  duties  of  the  coordinator  ore  to 
carry  out  the  goois  of  the  AiDS  Task  Force. 

The  major  areas  of  work  include  resource 
evaluation  and  coordination,  education,  . 
information  and  referral,  policy  development 
and  implementation,  and  administration. 
He/she  will  work  cooperatively  with  popula¬ 
tions  at  risk,  the  medical  community,  cify 
xigencies.  community  based  organizations 
and  civil  rights  agencies. 

The  Coordinator  will  report  directly  to  the 
Cambridge  Commissioner  of  Health  and 
Hospitals  and  also  be  responsible  for  other 
tasks  as  assigned  by  the  Commissioner  from 
time  to  time. 

Advanced  degree  in  public  health  and/or 
experience  in  health  ecfi,ication  and  admin¬ 
istration  preferred-. 

•  Strorig  writing  phd  interpersonal  skills 

•  Experience  working  with  cortimunity  and 
minority  groups. 

•  Bilingual  Haitian  or  Spanish  helpful  but  not 
required 

$28,000  -  30,000/year  plus  benefits. 

Send  resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

Melvin  H.  Chalfen.  M.D ,  Commissioner, 
Department  of  Health  and  Hospitals,  1493 
Cambridge  Street.  Cambridge,  MA  02139, 
Telephone  (61 7)  498-1349 


The  of  Cambrld^  Is  an  Afflrmailvr  Action/ 

Equal  Opportunity  Employer 

(Voluntary  information  In  this  regard  Is  welcome) 


WAIT  STAFF 

Wait  staff  wanted.  Full  and  'Pa'rt-lime  positions 
available.  Experience  preferred,  but  will  train.  Good 
hours  and  even  better  money.  Cafe  Amalfi.  8-10 
Westland  Avenue.  Boston. _ ^) 

PHYSICIANS  NEEDED 

Expanding  community  health  center  ba.sed  in  Pro- 
vincetown  need  BE/BC  physicians  (internist  or  family 
practitioner  preferred)  for  temporary  and  permanent 
positions.  We  offer  good  pay,  excellent  benefits  and  a 
wonderful  community  in  which  to  practice.  Please  call 
or  write  Scott  Penn,  Executive  Director,  Outer  Cape 
Health  Services,  P.O  Box  613,  Provincetown,  MA 
02657,617/487-9395.  EOE. _ (^) 

Red  Sun  Press,  a  collectively  run,  high  quality  union 
print  shop  seeks  experience  offset  stripper,  camera  per¬ 
son  or  press  operator  with  commitment  to  anti-capitolist 
politics.  Affirmative  Action  Employer.  (617)  524-6822, 
94  Green  Street.  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130. _ (37) 

PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT  (Part-Time) 

2  positions  available.  Personal  care  as.si.stant  for  disabled 
writer  in  the  JP  area:  (1)  Mon-Fri,  5-7pm;  (2)  10  hours 
on  weekends.  No  lifting  necesary,  but  prefer  those  with 
strength.  Experience  not  neces.sary.  Will  train,  but  need 
reliable,  committed  assistance.  Most  PCA’s  work  with 
me  one  or  two  years.  Please  respond  only  if  you’ll  be  in 
Boston  for  one  year.  $6. 30/hour,  no  taxes  taken.  Call 
232-5956  eves.  Let  phone  ring.  _ _ (“) 

SERVICES 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
1755  Beocon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  lADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate’’  offer 
ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


Shmutzies  against  Shmutz 

(Rags  aginst  dirt) 

Have  handywipe,  will  travel. 

Doing  what  you  haven't  got  time  for. 
Bonded  and  insured  References  available 

734-3648 

CINDERELLA  A  CINDERFELLA  CLEANERS 


Newton  Sublet-LF  to  .share  2  bedroom  apt.  on  quiet 
street.  Parking.  Non-smoker.  Two  loving  cals.  Avail. 
Nov  2 1  St -Mar.  5th.  Phone  Anne  or  Pm.  332-64I I .  (21) 

GF  or  GM  for  independent  charming  Brookline  Village 
house  accessible  to  T.  Nonsmoking;  $300  plus  I/4 
utilities.  Call  738-7981  evenings  or  leave  mc.s.sage.  Open- 
ing  December  I . _ (21) 

2l,’s  w/cat  seek  mature  roommate  or  couple  to  share 
2BR  Chelsea  apt.  No  heavy  drugs  or  alcohol.  Smokers 
ok.  No  more  pets  please.  $335  +  .  889-2159  afler  5.  (21) 

LF  35  sks  same  for  big  2BRJP  $275  +  ,  no  smoking, 
srugs,  alcohol.  Tolerant  of  politics,  kids,  saxaphone, 
pets.  Great  location.  Jan  I.  Jean,  926-3341 . _ (^) 

CAMBRIDGE  HOUSE 

Large  bedroom  in  small  house  with  large  sunny  yard, 
parking,  near  bus/T.  Two  considerate  communicative 
LF’s  in  early  40’s  seek  similar  LF,  warm,  llcxible,  non¬ 
smoking  over  30  for  supportive  home  environment. 
$208  +  .  December  or  January  Ist.  Call  354-3399.  (21) 


r---— — — -*i 
Gay  G>mmunity  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35«  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business  rate:  25<t  @  word  ($7.00  min.) 

□  Business  rate;  35C  @  word  ($9.80  min.) 

$ _ _ _ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  •  J _ 


Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50x_ 


_ number  of  ruris)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $_ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  _ 

Discounts 

rn  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  2i-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31-1-  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $  _ 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

□  I’m  giving  a  gift  subscription.  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks  $  — 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $_ 

□  1  want  to  give  a  gift  subscription!  $  _ 

US:  $33;  Canada;  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 
Displa]r  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  X  $15  $_ 


My  category  Is: 

□  PERSONALS  .  n  ANNOUNCEMENTS  I  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

D  APARTMENTS  Lf$UMM£R  SfNTALS  □  RESORTS 
O  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS.  1  iORGAh(jZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  q  RIDES  □  MOVERS  •  .rfOTHER 


•Deadline;  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday’s  edition^ 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address. 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip. 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


Boston 

Roommate 

GAY  LISTINGS. 

Get  to  know  your  next  roommate 
and  apartment  before  getting  run 
down  with  endless  interviews. 

List  your  apartment  —  FREE! 

Copley  Square  266-3636 

755  Boyiston,  Suite  702 _ 

2  LF’s  for  3  Bdr  apt-Belmonl.  Nonsmokers,  semi-veg, 
clean,  into  cooperative,  loving,  cozy  home.  I’m  LF  30 
into  healing  arts,  personal-spiritual  growth.  $280  ,  near 
“T”,  porches,  sunny.  484-1553. _ (21) 

Share  sunny  apt  near  Newburyport  CTR  with  GM.  2 
Frpis,  hdwd  firs,  w/d,  parking. No  .smokers.  $350 -t-. 
Avail  now.  265-2357. _ (21) 

HOME  ON  A  HILL 

Come  share  besutiful  Mission  Flill  apt.  with  me,  my  dog 
&  cat.  Music,  books,  good  food,  plants.  LF  or  BiF 
welcome,  must  be  comfortable  w/both.  No  smoke/ 
drugs/alcohol;  must  love  pets  &  be  30-h.  Back  porch, 
w/d/d.  Its  a  real  home.  $350  +  .  277-5835.  _ (21 ) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-honophobic,  non- 
heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  1250-1- . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (^) 

2  LFs  (32  &  35)  seek  3rd  for  sunny  JP  apt.  Exc.  condi¬ 

tion.  No  smoking,  pets  ok.  $275+  .  522-4368.  Dec.  or 
Jan. _ (22) 

PEGGY  FROM  VERMONT 

We  would  love  to  talk  to  you  and  Emma  again,  about 
living  in  J.P.,  but  we  lost  your  phone  #!  Sorry.  Please 
try  us  again.  Rachel  and  Wendy. _ (^) 

TRANQUIL  PLACE  OF  REFUGE 
North  Shore  LF  household  of  3  seeks  I  mature,  quiet 
le.sbian.  Fireplace,  wideboard  floors  in  your  room.  W/D 
,  cable,  woodstove,  gourmet  kitchen,  garden,  trees, 
birds,  &  wildlife.  Only  $350  inci  heat,  utilities.  No  drugs, 
sorry,  no  more  cats.  532-5823  eves.  _  (22) 

FORT  HILL 

GAM  .seeks  neat,  nonsmoking  GM  to  share  large  2 
bedroom  apartment  on  Orange  line  near  Northeastern 
University.  $200+  '/2  utils.  Please  call  427-2778.  (21) 

3  LF’s  and  cat  .seek  l.F  27  +  for  spacious  4  bedroom 

house  with  yard,  Inman  Sq.  Somerville,  Non-smoker 
wanted  for  semi-coop,  politically  progre.ssive,  indepen¬ 
dent  household.  876-6189.  (21) 

Sober  non-smoking  professional,  easy-going  L.F.  look¬ 
ing  for  the  same  to  find  and  share  apt.  ASAP  in  general 
S.Shore  area.  Wendy,  early  eves.  776-1901 . _  (22) 

COZY  APARTMENT  OR  FURNISHED  RM 
LF  37  2  cats  seek  non-smoking  F  student  or  other  with 
minimal  furniture  or  storage  needs  for  small  pleasant 
apartment.  $325/mo  or  $100/wk  if  furnished.  Available 
immediately.  No  dogs/drugs  please.  787-3705. _ (22) 

BRIGHTON 


LYNN-S‘SCOTT-BEACH 

GWM  with  2  mellow  cats  seeks  same  for  sunny  6  rm  fur¬ 
nished  apt.  Near  1-A,  bus,  train,  beach,  malls.  Nice 
neighborhood.  $260+.  No  lease  or  deposit.  UB  neat, 
responsible,  independent,  discreet,  nonsmoker.  Call 
Peter.  595-4368.  (21) 

APARTMENTS 


Dorchester/Shawmut  T  station  large  6  rm  (3  brm).  Ly¬ 
ing,  dining,  and  eat-in-kitchen.  Front  &  back  porches, 
owner  occ.  Nice  area.  $775  +  .  Washer/dryer,  fenced  in 
yard.  288-601 1 .  Available. _ (24) 

JANUARY  SUBLET  BOSTON 
Bright  &  attrac  furnished  studio,  great  view,  t.v.,  stereo, 
parking,  near  bus,  avail  Dec  27-Jan  30.  $400  incl  util. 
Call  (617)  262-2979,  Iv  message. _ (^) 

6  ROOM  SUNNY,  QUIET  JP  APT 
IN  LF  owner  occupied  3-decker  natural  wood,  two  por¬ 
ches.  Multiethnic,  political  community  near  Franklin 
Park  and  T.  $700/mo.  Avail  Jan  15.  524-5144.  (22) 

JANUARY  SUBLET 

Seek  female  for  gorgeous,  light  filled  apt  in  Watertown, 
Dec  31 -Feb  1.  Own  bedroom,  huge  office,  bathroom. 
Share  kitchen,  other  space  with  one  roommate. 
Washer/dryer.  $600.  Pat.  926-4889. _ (22) 

LESBIAN  ROOMING  HOUSE 

Flistoric  Lesbian  Rooming  Flouse  in  Northampton,  MA 
seeks  responsible  mature  women  to  fill  vacancies. 
Shared  kitchen,  common  area,  and  bathrooms. 
$200. 00/month.  For  information,  call  Sally, 
413-586-7440. _ (^) 

REAL  ESTATE 


BACK  BAY/  SYMPHONY  AREA  5  FABULOUS 
designer  1&2  BR  dupleses  &  fl-thrus  some  w/phallic  col¬ 
umns.  Top  quality  conslr.  Attention  to  detail.  2  BR 
PENTHOUSE  w/18  ft  ceiling  w/skylights  &  loft. 
Sunken  tub  w/dual  .shower  heads  for  water  .sport  fun.  2 
decks  &  much  more.  All  w/fireplaces,  decks  Eur- 
kitchens,  &  in-unit  wash/dry.  Look  at  gorgeous  bodies 
in  the  neighborhood  before  you  buy  somewhere  else! 
PRICES  HAVE  BEEN  DROPPED!  From  $155,000. 
FREE  1st  year  condo  fee!  No  broker’s  fees.  By  owner. 
Call  Scott  or  Oscar  424-8919. _ (22) 

RESORTS 

LADY  JANE’S  INN  -  PROVINCETOWN 

Newly  built,  ideally  located  and  open  year  ’round! 
Private  baths,  spacious  rooms,  separate  outside  entraces 
and  free  parking.  Contenintal  breakfasts,  common  area 
with  TV  and  VCR.  (617)  487-3387.  7  Central  Street, 
Provincetown,  MA  02657.  _ _ _  (27) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

-Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

CHECK’ER  OUT  ^ 

AT  THE  CHECK'ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  I  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  (20) 


I  LF  looking  for  I  or  2  LF  to  share  4  room  single  family 
house.  Large  bedroom.  Near  T.  Have  1  sm  dog-pets  ok. 
Front  yard,  quiet  neighborhood.  Neg.  $355  +  utilities. 
Avail  now.  Call  782-1644.  Leave  message.  (22) 

CENTRAL  SQUARE  CAMBRIDGE 
Two  LFs  seek  housemate  (Mor  F).  Large  sunny  room  in 
2nd  story  of  triple  decker.  No  pets.  No  heavy  smokers. 
Available  January  1st.  $300  plus  utilities  and  security 
deposit.  Call  876-0947  days  or  evenings. _ (22) 

GWM  seeks  GWM  or  GWF  to  share  two  bedroom  apt 
Revere  near  T.  Ocean  view,  w/w,  washer,  dishw,  refrig, 
cable,  nice  neibh.  $325  htd  plus  ‘A  elec,  'A  cable.  Serious 
inquiry  only,  289-0903  beteewn  noon-3pm  or  lam-3am. 


LF  29,  writer/editor,  seeks  F25  +  for  gorgeous  6  room 
apartment.  10  minutes  to  Harvard  Sq.  No  smoke  no 
pets.  Wood  floors,  fireplace,  sunny,  quiet.  $325  + 
reasonalble  heat .  Short  term  possible  924-5 1 72.  (22) 

Masculine  GM30  musician.  Mass  native  looking  for  1/2 
friendly,  considerate,  roommates  and  comfortable, 
relaxed  home,  longterm,  w/parking.  128/495  area,  may 
consider,  NH/VT/RI.  Call  lan  before  lOpm,  789-4009. 

TREES  IN  A  CITY 

3  ea.sy-going,  responsible,  LF’s  seek  4th  for  our  lovely 
home  in  Dorchester.  2  floors  (hardwood),  'backyard, 
w/d.  No  more  pets-sorry.  Avail  Jan  1.  Near  Red  line. 
$200  plus.  436-2752. _ (^) 

LF  and  2  dogs  seek  same  30-40  to  share  two  BR  duplex  with 
yard  near  busline,  shopping  and  193  access  Manchester  N.H.  No 
smoking/drugs,  little  alcohol,  no  more  pets.  $350  +  util.  Avail 
now.  Call  (603)669-9136.  (20) 

Somerville  3  Bdrm  apt  looking  for  2  other  women.  Cou¬ 
ple  OK.  Close  to  Davis  T.  Cats  ok.  2  porches,  small 
yard.  Safe  neighborhood,  no  drugs  or  alcohol.  $215  +  . 
623-3875. _ _ 

Professional  LF  40  and  dog  seek  quiet,  clean  responsible 
professional  female  35-45  to  share  nice  Brookline  apt. 
$350+  utils.  Call  739-0523,  leave  message. _ (20) 

JP  HOME  TO  SHARE 

3  LF  seek  I  more  for  4  bedroom  apt  in  JP.  We’re  fun, 
veggie,  coop.  HaveTtat.  .Pets  okay.  Non-smoking,  min. 
drinking,  drugs.  $213  +  .  Avail  Jan  1.  Rachel  or  Wendy 
522-9351.  _ ^ _ ^) 

GM  sks  M  or  F  to  share  7  rm  apt.  prkng,  T.  $375  +  utils. 
Arlington  Hts.  641-0632. _ (20) 

SPECIAL  PLACE  IN  WEST  ROXBURY 
Two  lesbians  seek  third  roommate.  Three  bedroom, 
quiet,  clean  apt.  Safe  neighborhood  on  bus  route,  near 
commuter  rail.  No  pets,  no  security  deposit.  $300/mon- 
thly  negotiable,  plus  utilities.  327-9853. _ (^) 

LF  and  dog  seek  same  to  share  4  bedroom  house  in  safe, 
quiet,  multi-racial  neighborhood  on  Dochester/  Mat- 
tapan  line.  Convenient  to  Ashmont.  Prefer  graduate 
student  or  working  lesbian  over  25.  Child  &  pets 
welcome.  $3(X)+  1/3  utilities.  Call  evenings  2%-241L 
_ (^) 

GM,  26.  looking  for  female  or  male  roommate  for  two 
bedroom  apartment  above  Union  Square  in  Somerville. 
$325  +  per  month  (heat  included).  Available  immediate- 
ly.  Call  Jim  (leave  mesage)  666-9018. _ (^) 

JP  GF  29  seeks  same  25  +  .  I  or  2  rooms  S350/$400 
negotiable  incl  HlHW.  Have  cal.  no  more  pels.  Prfr 
nonsmkr.  indep.  resp.  perm/iemp.  Rochelle  524-0754. 
_ (21) 

LF  seeks  same  26+  for  quiet  sunny  2  bdrm  apt.  Teele 
Square,  Somerville.  Peiless.  mokeless  $250+. 
628-3216.  (21) 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


GAY  YOUTH  COMMUNITY  FUND 

Sponsors  of  youth/student  projects  send  tax-deductable 
donations  payable  to:  GYCC/Capp  St.  Foundation. 
Mail  to:  GYCF,  2215-R  Market  St.,  Suite479,  San  Fran- 
ci.sco,  CA  941 14. _ (15.30) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
le.sbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254. _ (15.49) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48), 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 

Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info. _ (14.32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational  relationships.  For 
more  information  send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at 
537  Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  New  York  10018. _ (15.23) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 

PUBLICATIONS 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/  international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  II  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009. _ (ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER;  A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  i.ssues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885. _ (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  (ex) 

GUARDIANrIndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Wnte 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN.  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY.  1001 1 . _ jex) 

□  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 


BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  I  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ ^) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  -263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (V15.21) 


From  $18  /  hr. 


MAXI-VANS 
'  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  Lie.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


. .  ■ . 

INTEGRATED  IDENTITY 
FOR  GAY  MEN  AND  LESBIANS 
Psychotherapeutic  Approaches 
for  Emotional  Well-Being 

Edited  by  Ell  Cdernan 

“Solid,  thought-provoking,  and  comprehensive 
collection  of  Ideas  and  techniques  for  Improv¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  through 
psychotherapy ...  a  must-read . . .’ 

Betty  Betzon.  PhD.  Author  &  Editor.  Positively  Gay. 
Psychotherapist,  Prfvate  Practice.  Los  Angeles 

More  row  than  ever  before  gay  people  are  needing 
to  cope  with  the  stresses  of  our  times  and  society. 

How  therapy  can  best  help  gay  people  come  to  terms 
with  themselves  and  their  sexual  identity  Is  fully 
explored  in  this  compassionate  and  affirrrxative  book. 
$17.95  paper.  ISBN:  0-918393-3S-B. 

19S7.  Available  Now. 

Harrington  Park  Press,  Inc. 

12  We^  32nd  Street.  New  York.  NY  10001 


THE  JIN  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234  (15  1) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 


MOVERS 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  «&  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

522-0826 


(15.20) 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  EAIREIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


PRISONERS  writing  other  PRISONERS! 

Hey!  Joints  kre  like  little  ‘kingdoms’  where 
wardens  and  mailroom  clerks  often  do  what 
they  like.  This  is  not  ‘news’,  right? 

So,  STOP  COMPLAINING  (to  me...)  (please) 
when  some  other  prison’s  mailroom  stops  you 
from  writing  a  prisoner  (maybe  even  after 
you’ve  been  writing  awhile).  I  haven’t  got  labor 
power  (time)  or  postage  (money)  to  do  what 
HAS  to  be  done,  let  alone  try  to  keep  up  with 
the  rule  changes  and  just  plain  rule-breaking 
that  prison  mailrooms  engage  in  all  the  time. 

If  you  want  to  write  another  prisoner  (AND  I 
HOPE  YOU  DO!),  you  take  your  chances.  There 
is  no  way  GCN  can  mount  an  investiption  into 
whether  a  particular  prisoner  can  write  another 
one  at  a  particular  time  etc  etc. 

So  please  mention  whether  you  can  receive 
mail  from  other  prisoners  in  your  ad,  and  please 
don’t  get  on  my  case  if  this  info  is  not  in  the  ad 
(since  most  prisoners  don’t  mention  it  and 
there’s  no  way  I  can  be  investigating  this  for 
every  ad. 


gp 


I’m  33  years  old,  very  masculine  looking,  been 
gay  all  my  life  time,  interested  in  a  lady  with 
class,  for  a  friend.  Ruby  JOHNSON,  F02516, 
PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 


Single  attractive  female,  lonely,  in  need  of  some 
friendship.  Please  write.  Cindy  WILSON,  203 
Rocky  Hill  Rd,  Northampton,  MA  01060. 


I’m  a  post-op  transsexual  doing  time  at  the 
Nevada  Women’s  Correctional  Center.  Would 
like  to  hear  from  some  special  man  to  add  a  lit¬ 
tle  sunshine  to  my  life.  I’m  smart,  fun,  full  of 
life  and  easy  on  the  eyes.  Linda  HUGHES,  Box 
7000,  Carson  City  NV  89702. 
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getting 
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tc^etHer 


I‘m  looking  to  be  penpals  with  someone  who  is 
a  patient,  honest  and  caring  person.  I’ve  had 
enough  of  false  ‘friendships’.  I’m  a  romantic, 
faithful,  hardworking,  flexible,  a  bit  shy,  but 
loving  and  imaginative.  I’m  lonely  as  hell  too, 
so  please  write.  Michael  CRAY,  20  Administra- 
tion  Rd  (B-2),  Bridgewater  MA  02324. 


1  need  to  hear  about  my  rights  as  a  gay  prisoner 
(I’m  in  the  ‘hole’  just  now)  and  if  you  would, 
please  put  my  name  in  the  penpal  column.  I  get 
into  art  a  lot  and  a  lot  of  people  tell  me  I’m 
handsome.  Clarence  BROWN,  43542,  Box  200, 
Camp  Hill,  PA  17011. 


The  ‘Prisoners  Seeking  Friends‘  space  will  be  a 
much  safer  space  to  play  in  if  both  insiders  and 
outsiders  will  let  me  know  when  someone  is 
jerking  them  around  (including  Christian-guilt- 
trippers,  serious  money  seekers  (please  don’t  be 
upset  at  a  $5-10  request  from  a  prisoner  who 
very  possibly  has  NO  access  to  money  and 
BASICS  are  not  always  furnished  by  the  state). 


1 


I’m  in  a  medium  security  place  here  in  Canada. 
I’m  moving  to  Hamilton,  Ontario  when  I  get 
out  and  will  be  opening  my  very  own  little 
upholstery  shop  and  1  want  to  hire  a  few  of  the 
girls  who  are  interested.  I  can  teach  them  all  I 
know  about  the  upholstery  business,  which  I 
love.  Once  I  have  gotten  my  little  shop  off  the 
ground,  I’m  thinking  of  opening  a  trailer  park 
for  transsexuals  and  transvestites  nearby  as 
there  is  no  place  for  the  girls  to  go,  to  relax  and 
just  be  them  selves.  Please  drop  a  line  if  you’re 
interested.  Karl  Rowlee,  Medium  Security 
Prison,  Box  760,  Campbellford,  Ontario, 
Canada.  [22‘  stamp  is  also  OK  for  Canada], 


Seeking  gay-bisexual  friends  for  cor¬ 
respondence,  inside  or  out.  Not  looking  for 
material  things,  just  friendship.  Earl  BAT¬ 
TLES,  P-7516  (S-l-RHU),  Drawer  K,  Dallas 
PA  18612. 


play 

and 


keyboards,  guitar  and  sing.  Played  with  a 


music  and  would  like  to  meet  an  intelligent 
career-minded  person  who  has  success  in  mind. 
Ricky  STEVENS,  Rt  1  Box  36,  Jackson  NC 
27845. 


Hey  Michael  Stotts,  it’s  me  Rosie  Moore.  I’ve 
got  your  number  aftd  will  be  in  touch  when 
released. 


Bi-male  seeking  friendship  with  honest  and 
sincere  person  (race  doesn’t  matter)  from  the 
‘free!  world  (We’re  not  allowed  to  write  other 
prisoners.  Sorry).  Anthony  GOODLING, 
A-098671,  Box  99,  Clermont  FL  32711 _ 

I’m  a  female  impersonator,  love  to  write,  dance 
and  love  sex  with  a  mature  butch  male.  Looking 
for  a  penpal.  Larry  SHELLY,  095468,  1 150  SW 
Allapattah  Rd,  Indiantown,  FL  34956. 


Gay  artist  wishes  to  write  anyone  interested  in 
gay  art.  Would  love  to  exchange  photos  and 
ideas.  Write  to  David  PALMER,  38308  Rincon, 
10,000  S.  Wilmont  Rd,  Tucson  AZ  85777. 


Lonely  Bi-male  deep  into  blue  grass  and  coun¬ 
try  music,  reading,  writing  and  receiving  letters. 
Martin  BROWN,  167-951,  Box  56,  Lebanon 
OH  45036. 


I‘m  looking  for  a  friend  in  the  Philadelphia  area 
for  correspondence  and  possible  visits.  I’m  a 
gay  top-man.  I  enjoy  working,  exercise,  reading 
and  writing  “hot”  letters.  I  don’t  n^d  money. 
Let’s  be  real. 'Tony  JONES?  F-5421,  Box  W 
Graterford,  PA  194267  *  _ 

The  administration  here^ias  fSially  separSted  us 

‘Del  Ray’  girls.  I  was  told'l  couMn’t  have  a 
roommate  because  of  my  opennes  about  being  a 
“real’’  lady.  Still  I  hold  my  head  up  and  keep  a 
strong  mind  and  won’t  let  their  “rehabi 
litation’’  touch  me.  I  want  everyone  to  know 
that  I’m  fighting  in  here  just  as  my  brothers 
and  sisters  on  the  outside  are  doing.  Anyone 
who  wants  to  hear  from  a  Queen  is  encourage  to 
write.  ReJeannae  B.  Del  Ray,  c/o  Cornelius 
BROWN,  36737,  Box  2800,  Lincoln  NE  68502. 


SATURDAY 
TO 

14  MONO 


5  Saturday 


13  Sunday  □  Boston’s 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in 
concert  at  Jordan  Hall, 
New  England 
Conservatory.  3pm.  $8 
and  $12.  Info: 
536-2412. 


Boston  □  Anniversary  Party  for  six  lesbian/gay  and 
progressive  community  organizations,  including  GCN. 
Dance,  laugh  and  rap  with  performers  Didi  Stewart  and 
friends.  United  Fruit  Co.,  and  Grace  Paley.  Villa  Victoria 
Cultural  Center.  9pm  to  l;30am.  $10  or  $6/low  income. 
Info:  426-4469.  (see  back  page  ad  for  more  details.) 

Boston  □  "Current  Sociopolitical  and  Policy 
Issues  Concerning  HIV  Populations.”  Presentation 
by  Larry  Kessler,  director  of  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  Mass.  Mental  Health  Center  Chapel,  74  Fenwood 
Rd.  Small  donation  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  will 
be  requested.  Info:  Jay,  735-4613. 

Amherst,  MA  □  Annual  Lesbian  Home  Show. 

Hampshire  College  Red  Barn,  Route  116.  Open  to  all 
women  featuring  display  and  sale  of  food  and  art  by  les¬ 
bians.  Sponsored  by  the  Hampshire  College  Lesbian 
Alliance  and  Women’s  Center.  Show  llam-Spm,  follow¬ 
ed  by  a  dinner  theater  5:30-8:30pm  and  a  dance  from 
9pm- 1  am.  Admission  charge  for  the  dance  only. 

Boston  □  Lynn  Lavner,  comedian/entertainer  at  Con¬ 
ference  Auditorium,  George  Sherman  Union,  775 
Comm.  Ave.  Sponsored  by  Boston  Univ.  Lesbian/Gay 
Alliance.  More  info:  353-9808. 

Medford  □  Susan  Wilson  on  “Something  About  the 
Women"  WMFO  91.5  FM,  Mam. 

Boston  □  The  Girlillas  at  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin.  9pm  and  10:30pm.  Info:  423-7730. 

Somerville  □  “The  No-Matter-Who-You-Are, 

You-Probably-Love-to-Dance"  Dance.  Curtis  Hall 
Lounge  at  College  and  Boston  Aves.  9pm- 1  am.  $3  per 
label.  Sponsored  by  Tufts  Lawn  and  Garden  Club. 

Boston  □  Jimmy  James  at  Club  Cabaret  through  Dec. 
12.  209  Columbus  Ave.  For  times  and  ticket  prices  call 
536-0966. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Marcia  Taylor  and  Cheryl 
Wheeler  at  Peacock  Coffee  House.  Centre  and  Eliot 
Sts.  8pm.  $7.50.  Info:  522-2812. 

Boston  □  StreetSAFE  toy  sale  at  the  Huntington 
YMCA,  316  Huntington  Ave.  All  proceeds  benefit  Street¬ 
SAFE.  I0am-2pm.  Info:  262-0060. 

Cambridge  □  7th  annual  Women’s  Craft  Market 

grand  opening.  Market  will  run  first  three  weekends  in 
December,  plus  Dec,  21-24.  Downstairs  at  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  St.  Hours  are  Saturday  Dec.  21-23,  I  lam-5pm,  and 
Sundays  noon-5pm.  Free. 

6  Sunday 

Boston  □  Women’s  Jazz  Cabaret  with  Ellis  O’Don¬ 
nell  Quartet  plus  Henrietta  Robinson  Quartet.  Villa  Vic¬ 
toria,  85  W.  Newton  St.  7:30-l0:30pm.  $8/door,  $6/ad- 
vance.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  397-8311. 


Cambridge  □  Grace  Paley  reads  at  MIT  Room 
10-250,  77  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  Free.  Info:  253-8844. 

Chelsea  □  Flor  de  Cana  at  Chelsea  High  School,  8 
Clark  Ave.  3pm.  $5.  Sponsored  by  Honduran  Francisco 
Morazan  Committee,  Honduras  Info.  Center  and  CASA. 
Info:  492-8699. 

Boston  □  Dignity/Boston  15th  Anniversary  Liturgy 
with  John  McNeil  as  guest  homilest.  Arlington  St. 
Church.  5:30pm.  Reception  to  follow. 

Cambridge  □  Women  in  Film  and  Video/New 

England  Chapter,  December  Holidays  (Kwanza,  Chan¬ 
ukkah,  Winter  Solstice,  Christmas  and  New  Year’s) 
featuring  the  original  R&B  music  of  Barry  Marshall  and 
the  Rocking  Robbins,  and  Boston’s  best  Carribean  food. 
Charlie’s  Tap  jazz  Club,  280  Green  St.  7-l2pm.  $l5/cash 
bar.  Info:  876-3821. 

Cambridge  □  “Still  Killing  Us  Softly.”  Premier  of 
Jean  Kilbourne’s  new  film  concerning  advertising’s  image 
of  women  (filmmaker  will  be  present).  Brattle  Theater, 
Brattle  St.  I  pm.  Benefit  for  Boston  NOW.  $25-6  sliding 
scale.  Info:  782-1056. 

7  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s  Network 

introductory  meeting  at  the  Women’s  Center,  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  227-6683. 

Boston  □  “Support  groups  for  friends  and  lovers 
of  PWAs”  discussion  sponsored  by  gay  and  lesbian 
issues  committee  of  the  National  Assn,  of  Social 
Workers,  Open  to  all  social  workers  and  social  work 
students.  7pm.  Info:  227-9635. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Labor  Activists 
Network  gather  for  planning  meeting  at  Doyle’s  Cafe, 
3484  Washington  St.  6:30-8:30pm.  Meet  in  back.  Info: 
Ralph,  661-8289. 

Boston  □  Tax  resistance  clinic  offered  by  New 
England  War  Tax  Resistance  (the  first  Monday  of  every 
month  Oct. -June),  For  people  conscientiously  opposed 
to  paying  for  war.  Community  Church,  3rd  fl.,  565 
Boylston  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  731-6139. 

8  T uesday 

Boston  □  Christmas  Auction  to  benefit  the  AIDS 
Action  Committee  at  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave. 
Silent  auction  at  5:30pm,  auction  at  7:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  “Gay  Rights  Litigation:  Where  Have 
We  Been;  Where  are  we  going!"  sponsored  by  the  Mass. 
Lesbian/Gay  Bar  Association.  With  Arthur  S.  Leonard 
and  Anne  B.  Goldstein.  John  Chipman  Gray  Room, 
Pound  Hall,  Harvard  Law  School.  Social  hour:  5:30pm, 
program  at  6:30pm.  Info:  Barbara  Macy,  266-0760. 


Haverhill,  MA  □  Support/social  group  forming 
for  lesbians  in  Haverhill/Lawrence  and  surrounding 
'outhern  New  Hampshire  towns.  7pm.  Info:  521-2239. 

9  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  An  evening  of  fiction  and  poetry  with 
local  writers  Sharon  Howell,  Angela  Bowen  and 
Nancy  Hughes,  and  UMOJA,  a  women's  a  cappella 
group  from  New  Bedford.  "Say  It  Sister”  WMBR  88.1 
FM,  7-8pm. 

10  Thursday 

Newton  □  “The  Politics  of  AIDS:  Are  We  Blam¬ 
ing  the  Victims?”  Sponsored  by  the  Newton  Human 
Rights  Commission.  Newton  North  High  School 
Auditorium.  7:45-9:45pm.  Free.  Info:  552-7170. 

Boston  □  GCN’s  production  night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading:  before  8PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

1 1  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  1 0pm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Cambridge  □  Jennifer  Justice,  storyteller,  performs 
"Earth  Was  Bountiful,"  stories,  songs  and  prayers  from 
Native  American  tribes.  186  Hampshire  St.,  in  the  base¬ 
ment  of  New  Words.  7:30  and  9:30pm.  Tix  at  Glad  Day, 
Red  Book  and  Bodyworks.  $7  advance/$8  door. 

1 2  Saturday 

Boston  □  Lifeline,  Washington  DCs  high  energy 
political  rock  band  of  women.  Somewhere  Else,  295 
Franklin  St.  9  and  10:30pm,  $3.  Info:  423-7730. 

Tewksbury  □  Gaylaxian  Science  Fiction  Society 

monthly  general  meeting  at  3pm.  Info:  write  P.O.  Box 
1051,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Worcester  □  Mary  Daly  reads  and  signs  her  new 
release,  Websters’  First  New  Intergalactic 
Wickedary  of  the  English  Language.  Anonymous.  22 
Front  St.  3-4pm.  Info:  752-8821. 

Amherst  —  Dignilife,  a  non-profit  AIDS  education 
group,  holds  benefit  dance  at  the  Red  Bam,  Hampshire 
College,  off  Rt.  116  in  coordination  with  Hampshire  Gay 
Men’s  Alliance.  9:30pm.  Wheelchair  accessible,  alcohol 
and  chem  free. 

Boston  □  Girth  and  Mirth  of  New  England  Holi¬ 
day  Party  at  Hill  House,  74  Joy  St.  8-IOpm.  Info:  Len¬ 
ny,  389-5635. 


Cambridge  I  I  Heather  Bishop  and  Fred  Small  in 

concert  at  Paine  Hall.  Harvard.  8pm.  $12  ASL  interp.  In¬ 
fo:  TDD  492-0935,  Voice  661-1252. 

13  Sunday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Freedom  Trail  Band  Holiday 
concert.  Unitarian  Church  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Eliot  and 
Centre  Sts.  Potluck  at  4pm:  concert  at  5:30pm.  Free, 
donations  welcome. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Jazz  Cabaret  at  Villa  Victoria,  85 
West  Newton.  7:30pm.  $6  advance/$8  door.  Info: 
397-8311. 

Worcester  □  Eve  Rifkah  and  Esther  Heggie  poetry 
book  reception.  Grove  Gallery,  100  Grove  St.  I -6pm,  In¬ 
fo:  867-6147. 

Boston  □  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  in  concert  at  Jordan 
Hall,  New  England  Conservatory.  3pm.  $8  and  $12.  Info: 
536-2412. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Neighbors  holi¬ 
day  potluck.  First  Church  Unitariann,  Eliot  and  Centre 
Sts.  4-7pm.  Freedom  Trail  Band  plays  at  5:30pm.  All 
community  groups  invited.  Bring  a  dish  to  share  and  non¬ 
alcoholic  beverage.  Info:  522-3894. 

Brookline  1.1  Am  Tikva  long  term  planning 
meeting.  1762  Beacon  St.  l2:45-5:30pm.  Info: 
782-8894. 

Boston  [  ]  Gay  Professional  Women  sponsor  holi¬ 
day  party  at  Children’s  Museum,  7-1  Ipm,  Dancing, 
cash  bar.  Free  to  members,  guests  $14.  Info:  585-6051. 

14  Monday 

Jamaica  Plain  □  New  works  of  fiction  read  by 
Women  Fire  Writers,  from  a  workshop  led  by  Andrea 
Lowenstein,  Old  Fire  House,  657  Center  St.  7:30pm. 
Free,  refreshments  served,  wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
524-3816. 

NATIONAL 

CALENDAR 

16  Wednesday  □  New  York  City  f  ]  “Where  the 
Rubber  Meets  the  Road.”  a  benefit  performance  for 
the  AIDS  Treatment  Project  with  Laune  Anderson. 
William  S.  Burroughs,  John  Giomo  Band.  Debbie  Harry’s 
Tiger  Bomb  with  Chris  Stein  and  Husker  Du.  At  the 
Beacon  Theater,  74th  and  Broadway.  8pm.  $25. 
Ticketron:  212-399-4444  or  teletron  212-946-5850. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
STEPHANIE  POGGI 
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Sex  on  the  table 

Town  Meeting  wrestles  with  ‘'lesbian  bed  death” 
and  the  sexual  politics  of  AIDS 


By  Kris  Kleindienst 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Putting  the  sex 
back  in  gay  and  lesbian  sexuality  was  the 
dominant  theme  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Town  Meeting  on  Sex  and  Politics,  held 
Oct.  10,  one  day  before  the  March  on 
Washington.  The  meeting  was  sponsored  by 
the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force. 
A  standing-room-only  crowd  of  approx¬ 
imately  400  wedged  themselves  into  Funger 
Hall  at  George  Washington  University  to 
hear  four  panelists  and  three  commentators 
address  a  topic  that  is  rarely  broached  in 
many  communities.  The  forum  could  easily 
have  been  expanded  to  a  weekend  con¬ 
ference. 

John  Preston  and  Eric  Rofes  urged  men 
not  to  deny  their  sexual  heritage  because  of 
the  AIDS  epidemic.  Margaret  Cerullo  spoke 
on  the  public  response  to  AIDS  and  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court’s  Hardwick  decision 
upholding  sodomy  laws,  saying  that  these 
were  attempts  by  the  dominant  culture  to 
define  homosexuality.  She  urged  us  to  “take 
our  show  on  the  road,”  not  to  reduce  gay 
liberation  to  a  struggle  in  private  for  the 
right  to  privacy. 

Jade  McGleughlin  addressed  the  issue  of 
the  lack  of  sexual  passion  in  lesbian  relation¬ 
ships.  She  called  for  a  “safe  space”  in  which 
a  dialogue  on  sexuality  can  occur  that  will 
encourage  lesbians  to  explore  our  “blocks 
to  sustained  desire.” 

Billy  Jones  called  attention  to  the  special 
problems  of  the  sexual  fringe  in  our  com¬ 
munity  —  transvestites,  male  hustlers, 
cross-dressers,  incarcerated  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  and  others  —  people  who  would 
not'  attend  a  meeting  such  as  this  or  the 
March,  but  who  are  at  high  risk  for  AIDS. 

Gay  academic  and  author  of  Sexual 
Politics,  Sexual  Communities,  John 
D’Emilio  served,  as  moderator  for  the  panel 
and  set  the  tone  for  much  of  what  followed. 

“Most  people  in  this  society  are  oppress¬ 
ed,”  he  said.  “There  is  nothing  inherent  in 
any  of  these  things,  whether  it  be  skin  color, 
having  wombs  or  refusing  to  eat  pork  that 
warrants  the  targeting  of  oppression.  All  of 
these  things  are  excuses  that  society  uses 
against  people.  So  it  is  for  us  as  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  We  are  targeted  for  oppression 
and  the  excuse  that  is  used  against  us  is  our 
sexual  behavior.  Sex  defines  our  oppres¬ 
sion.” 


Town  Meeting  on  Sex  and  Politics,  Oct.  10. 

Voicing  a  sentiment  that  was  shared  by 
other  panelists,  D’Emilio  was  critical  of 
what  he  perceived  as  a  tendency  of  gay  and 
lesbian  organizers  to  put  the  sexual  origins 
of  gay  oppression  out  of  their  minds  when 
dealing  with  the  mainstream,  with  people  in 
power. 

“A  politics  that  tries  to  ignore  that  sex  is 
the  reason  we  are  targeted  for  oppression  is 
ultimately  missing  the  main  event,” 
D’Emilio  said.  “As  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
we  had  better  start  thinking  about  sex  boldly 
and  take  leadership  in  unravelling  the  web 
of  confusion  around  sex  in  this  society.” 

Novelist  and  safe  sex  educator  John 
Preston  called  sex  “our  most  profound  con¬ 


tribution  to  larger  society.  ”  Referring  to  the 
gay  [male]  migration  to  larger  cities  in  the 
’60s  and  ’70s,  he  said  that  sex  was  the  initial 
motivation  and  community  was  the  desired 
outcome. 

“It’s  the  genius  of  the  gay  movement  that 
we  do  not  devalue  sex,”  he  said.  “The 
business  we  gay  men  had  to  do  was  to 
rediscover  our  bodies  and  establish  control 
over  them  on  the  dance  floor,  on  the 
beaches,  in  parades  and  in  the  bathhouses. 
Revisionists  want  to  rewrite  these  truths. 
The  bathhouse  was  our  church  and  Satur¬ 
day  night  was  high  mass.” 

Preston  called  the  AIDS  epidemic  “The 
Plague,”  saying  that  it  has  caused  gay  men 


to  intensely  scrutinize  their  sex  lives.  But,  he 
said,  older  men  would  be  slowing  down  sex¬ 
ually  now,  anyway.  Younger  men,  he  noted, 
keep  coming  out  in  large  numbers.  He 
stressed  the  importance  of  passing  down  the 
sexual  heritage  and  pride  of  the  past  two  and 
a  half  decades  to  younger  generations  of  gay 
men. 

Eric  Rofes,  Executive  Director  for  the 
Los  Angeles  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Services  Center  and  founder  of  the  Boston 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance,  took 
Preston’s  call  for  a  public  discussion  of  sex  a 
step  further. 

gay  (male)  migration  to  larger  cities  in  the 
community,”  Rofes  said.  “It  has  been  ex¬ 
acerbated  by  conservatism  and  AIDS. 
There  is  a  de-sexing  in  the  community  and 
an  internalization  of  oppression.”  In  letting 
the  bathhouses  close,  “we  threw  sex  out  the 
window,”  he  added. 

Rofes  said  the  conservative  trend  meant 
that  we  are  talking  about  “safe”  gay  issues 
such  as  civil  rights  and  public  health,  com¬ 
pletely  missing  what  is  available  about  the 
legacy  of  the  bathhouses.  He  pointed  out 
that  it  was  to  the  credit  of  gay  men  that  we 
had  a  specific  sexual  vocabulary  available 
for  AIDS  education  material.  He  said  we 
should  begin  to  talk  openly  about  the  gay 
sexual  subcultures  in  our  community,  such 
as  the  leather  culture. 

Black  gay  activist  Billy  Jones  spoke  for 
the  need  to  recognize  sexual  fringes  in  our 
community,  the  people  “who  would  not  at¬ 
tend  a  meeting  perceived  to  be  political  — 
would  not  even  think  of  coming  to  the 
March.” 

“I  am  speaking  about  transpersons, 
cross-dressers,  incarcerated  men  and 
women,  male  hustlers  and  male  prostitutes, 
lesbians  and  gay  men  who  are  married 
heterosexually,”  he  said.  Jones,  an  ex-con 
and  former  hustler,  is  currently  co-director 
of  AIDS-education  Out  Reach  to  the  Alien¬ 
ated  (AORTA),  a  project  of  the  Whitman- 
Walker  Clinic  of  Washington,  D.C. 

Speaking  about  AIDS  education,  Jones 
stressed  the  need  to  go  into  these  fringe  com¬ 
munities  and  learn  about  their  needs, 
understand  their  language.  Preferring  to  call 
safe-sex  education  “risk-reduction”  educa¬ 
tion,  Jones  said  many  hustlers  and  pro- 
Continued  from  page  6 
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